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[30th  March,  1950.] 

Ait  Act  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  a fire  brigade,  for  the  licensing 
of  warehouses  and  for  certain  other  matters. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  lo  provide  Tor  the  maintenance  of  a Fire 
brigade,  for  the  licensing  of  warehouses  and  for  certain  olher  mailers; 

It  is  hereby  enacted  as  follows: — 


CHAPTER  1. 
Preliminary. 


1.  (1)  This  Act  may  be  called  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  Acl, 

1950. 

(2)  It  extends  to  the  whole  of  Wesi  Bengal. 

(3)  Ii  shall  come  into  force  '[in  such  local  or  olher  areas]  and  on  such 
dates3  as  ihe  Slate  Government  may,  by  notification  from  time  to  Lime  in 


Tor  5i ale  mem  of  Objects  and  Reasons,  see  ihe  Calcutta  Gazette.  Extraordinary,  dated 
the  17ih  February,  1950,  Part  IV.  pages  21 3 to  223,  for  ihc  proceedings  of  the  West  Bengal 
Lcgisl alive  Assembly,  see  Ihe  proceedings  of  ihe  meeting  of  ihe  West  Bengal  Lcgislnnvc 
Assembly,  held  on  I he  23iti  February,  1950. 

:Thcse  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  tlin  such  local 
areas'1  hys.2(|)orthe  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1960  (West  Ben.  Acl 
XXi  of  I960). 

This  Act  come  into  force  on  the  ISth  day  of  April,  1950.  in  ihc  following  local  areas, 
namely; — * 

( 1 ) Calcutta  os  defined  in  clause  ( M ) of  section  3 of  ihc  Calcutta  Municipal  Act.  1923, 
[The  Calcutta  Municipal  Act,  1923  (Ben,  Act  III  of  1 923)  was  repealed  and  rc -enacted  hy  ihe 
Calcutta  Municipal  Act,  1951  (Wesi  Ben,  Act  XXX111  of  J95L)]  {2)  The  Municipality  of 
Garden  Reach,  (3)  The  Municipality  of  Budge  Budge.  (4)  The  Municipality  of  Barrackpon:. 
(5)  The  Municipality  of  North  Borrackpore.  (6)  The  Municipality  of  Bhaipan.  (7)  The 
Municipality  of  Naihaii,  (8)  The  Municipality  of  Kanchrupara,  (9)  The  Municipality  of 
Panihatt.  (10)  The  Municipality  of  Halisahar.  (11)  The  Municipality  of  Garulia.  (12)  The 
Municipality  of  Titagarh.  (13)  The  Municipality  of  Khardah,  (14)  The  Municipality  of 
Kamarhaii.  (15]  The  Municipality  of  North  Dum  Dum.  ( 1 6)  The  Municipality  of  South  Dum 
Dum.  (17)  The  Municipality  of  Dum  Dum.  (18)  The  Municipality  of  Bamnagar.  (19)  The 
Municipality  ofTollygunj.  (20)  The  Municipality  of  South  Suburban.  (2l)The  Municipality 
of  Howrah,  (22)  The  Municipality  of  Bally.  (23)  The  Municipality  of  Uuarpma,  (24)  The 


Short  title, 
extern  and 
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(Chapter  L — Preliminary. — Section  2.) 

the  Official  Gazette ( direct;  and  ihc  Slate  Government  may  by  like 
notification  withdraw  this  Act  l[from  any  such  area:] 

Provided  that  when  the  fire  brigade  is  sent  to  any  place  outside  any 
such  area  this  Act  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  force  in  such  place  for  all 
purposes  connected  with  service  therein. 

2,  In  this  Act,  unless  there  is  anything  repugnant  in  the  subject  or 
context, — 

■(a)  the  expression  “building”  has  the  same  meaning  as 
assigned  to  it  in  the  relevant  municipal  law  in  force  in  a local 
area: 

?(aa)  the  expression  “building  rules”  means  the  building  rules, 
building  regulations,  or  building  bye-laws,  made  under  the 
relevant  municipal  law  and  in  force  in  a local  area,  and 
includes  any  other  building  rules  or  regulations,  or  any 
development  control  rules  or  regulations,  by  whatever  name 
called,  made  under  any  other  law  for  the  time  being  in  force 
an  in  force  in  any  local  area; 


[Foot-riD/e  3 continued  from  puge  J99,] 

Municipality  of  Konnagar.  (25)  The  Municipality  of  Seramporo.  (26)  The  Municipality 
or  Hooghly  Chins u rah,  (27)  The  Municipality  of  Bhadrcswar. ' (28)  The  Municipality 
of  Bansbcria,  (29)  The  Municipality  of  Champdani.  (30)  The  Municipality  of  Baidyabari. 
(31)  The  Municipality'  of  Rishni.  (32)  The  Municipality  of  Kotrung.  (33)  The  Municipality 
of  Raniganj.  (34)  The  Municipality  of  Asansoh  (35)  The  Municipality  of  Burdwan , (36)  The 
Municipality  of  Jalpaiguri,  (37)  The  Municipality  of  Siliguri. 

{Vide  notification  No.  L.S.-G.  1 A- 1/50,  dated  the  ISih  April.  1 950,  published  in  the 
Calcutta  Gazette,  Extraordinary,  of  1950,  Pan  I,  pages  493-494,) 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  the  1st  day  of  August.  1950,  in  the  following  local  areas, 
namely,  mttuza  Lillooah,  jurisdiction  list  No.  12.  lhana  Bally,  district  Howhar  {vide 
notification  No.  L.S.-G.  1 A-9/50,  dated  the  19th  July . J 950,  published  in  the  Calcutta  Gazette 
of  1950,  Pan  I,  page  J495). 

This  Act  came  into  force,  with  effect  from  the  23.9.54,  in  certain  areas  within  the  police- 
stations  Sankrail  and  Jagacha.  Vide  notification  No,  BQ07/F.  1 F-7/53,  dated  1 0.9.54,  published 
in  the  Calcutta  Gazette  of  1954.  Part  I,  page  3156. 

This  Act  came  into  force  in  certain  local  areas  in  ihe  dislricl  of  24-Porgmms,  Vide 
notification  No.  7952/F,  JF4/55.  dated  1 3.9.55,  published  in  the  Calcutta  Gazette  of  1955, 
Pan  1,  page  3B2B. 

This  Act  came  into  force  with  effect  from  the  28.5.59  in  the  local  area,  Chandcmagorc, 
in  the  disuicr  of  HooghJy.  Vide  no ufi cation  No.  4323/F.  I A- 1/58.  dated  15.5.59,  published 
in  the  Calcutta  Gazette  of  1959,  Pan  1,  page  2005, 

This  Act  came  into  force  with  effect  from  the  20.10.60.  in  the  Municipality  of  Gooch 
Bchar.  Vide  notification  No.  1 1920/F.I A-5/60,  dated  14.10.60,  published  in  the  Calcutta 
Gazette  of  I960,  Pan  I.  page  3247. 

lThcsc  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  “from  any  such 
local  area'1  by  s,  2(2)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1960  (West  Ben. 
Act  XXI  of  1960). 

2This  promo  was  added  by  s.  2(3),  ibid. 

^Clause  (a)  was  substituted  for  the  original  clause  by  s.  3(  I ),  ibid.  Thereafter,  present 
clauses  (a)  and  (aa)  were  substituted  forprevious  clause  (a)  by  s.  2(1)  of  ihe  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Act.  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  VTT  of  1996). 
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( Chapter L— Preliminary. — Section  2.) 

(b)  “the  Collector”  means,  in  relation  to  Calcutta,  the  Collector 
of  Stamp  Revenue  and  in  relation  to  any  other  l[arca],  the 
Colleciorofthc  district  within  which  Lhc  ^arca]  is  comprised; 

(c)  uthe  Commissioner"  in  relation  to  Lhe  Collector  means  the 
Divisional  Commissioner  to  whom  Lhc  Collector  is 
subordinate; 


2 of  1974. 


4 of  J SS4, 

6 of  19QS. 
20  of  1952. 


(e)  "director”  means  the  Director  of  Fire  Services  appointed  by 
the  Slate  Government; 

*(ee)  "District  Magistrate"  means  the  Executive  Magistrate 
appointed  to  be  the  District  Magistrate  under  sub-section  ( I ) 
of  section  20  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure,  1973,  and 
includes  an  Additional  District  Magistrate; 

(f)  "the  fire  brigade”  means  the  Fire  brigade  maintained  by  the 

State  Government  under  section  3 * * [and  includes  an 

Auxiliary  Fire  Brigade  raised  under  section  3A]; 

(g)  "fire-fighting  appliances"  mean  fire-engines,  fire-escapes, 
accoutrements,  equipments,  tools,  implements  and  things 
whatsoever  used  for  fire-fighting  and  include  motor  care, 
motor  cycles,  trailers  and  other  means  of  transport; 

J(gg)  the  expression  "fire  prevention  and  fire  safety  measures" 
means  such  measures  as  may  be  provided  in  the  buildi  ng  rules 
or  in  any  other  law  for  the  time  being  in  force,  or  as  may  be 
prescribed,  for  the  prevention,  control  and  fighting  of  fire 
and  for  ensuring  the  safety  of  life  and  property  in  the  case  of 
fire; 

fj(h)  “hazardous  substance"  means — 

(i)  such  explosive  within  the  meaning  of  the  Indian 
Explosives  Act,  1884,  or 

(ii)  such  explosive  substance  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Explosive  Substances  Act,  190S,  or 

(iii)  such  dangerously  inflammable  substance  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Inflammable  Substances  Act,  1952,  or 

(iv)  such  combustible  substance,  or 

(v)  such  toxic  substance, 

as  [be  State  Government  may,  by  notification,  specify; 

'The  word  wiihin  the  square  bracket  was  subsiinned  for  the  wonis  “local  area*'  bys.  3(2} 
of  lhc  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (A  mend  it>  cm)  Act,  I960  (West  Ben.  Act  XXI  of  I960). 

-CJqusc  (d)  was  omilted  by  s.  2(2)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Aci, 
1996  (Wcsi  Beo.  AclVllofl  996), 

^Clause  (oe)  was  inserted  by  s.  2(3),  ibid. 

^Firstly,  lhc  words 11 'and  in  eludes  an  Auxiliary  Fire  Brigade  raised  under  sec  lion  3 A' ‘were 
added  by  s.  3(3)  of  lhc  We  si  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amend  mem)  Act,  1 960  (Wes  l Ben.  Act 
XXJ  of  1 960).  Laicr,  those  words  were  o mined  by  s.  2(4)  of  Lhc  Wesi  Bengal  Fire  Services 
(Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Ad  Vrt  of  1996), 

'’Clouse  (gg)  was  inserted  by  s.  2(5),  ibid. 

^Clauses  (h),  (ha).  Ibb)  and  (he)  were  substituted  for  original  clause  (h)  hv  s.  2(6).  ibid. 
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( Chapter  L — Preliminary, — Section  2.) 

'(ha)  “high-rise  building”  means  a building  the  height  of  winch  is 
fourteen  and  a half  metres  or  more. 

Explanation, — For  the  purposes  of  this  Act*  the  height  in 
relation  loa  burldingshall  mean  the  vertical  distance  measured 
from  the  average  level  of  the  centre  line  of  the  street  or 
passage  to  which  the  plot  of  land  on  which  the  building  is 
situated  abuts  to  the  highest  point  of  ihc  building*  whether 
with  flat  roof  or  with  sloped  roof; 

^hb)  “high-risk  building”  means  a high-rise  building  or  a building 
with  such  occupancy  within  the  meaning  of  the  relevant 
municipal  law  in  force  in  a local  area*  orsuch  other  occupancy* 
or  such  building,  or  such  class  orclasses  of  buildings,  as  the 
SLatc  Government  may,  by  notification,  specify; 

'(he)  “licensed  agency”  means  a person  or  association  of  persons 
to  whom  a licence  has  been  granted  by  ihe  Director  in  the 
manner  prescribed  forunderlakingorexecuting  fire  prevention 
and  Tire  safety  measure  or  for  performing  such  other  related 
activities  required  to  be  carried  out  under  this  Act  in  such  area 
as  may  be  specified  by  the  Director; 

2{hh)  “local  area”  means  the  area  over  which  a local  authority  has 
jurisdiction  '[or  any  other  area  defined  by  boundaries  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Act]; 

J(hhh)  “local  authority”  means  a municipal  authority  or  Industrial 
Township  Authority  within  the  meaning  of  the  relevant 
municipal  law  oraGraJi  Ponchayat , PanchayaJ  Santin,  Zilla 
Part  shad ( or  Mahakunm  Pari  shod,  constituted  under  the 

West  Bengal  Panchayat  Act,  1973;  West  Ben. 

Aci  XL  l of 

J*  * *****  1973, 

f,(ia)  “members  of  the  fire  brigade”  includes  persons  employed  in 
the  West  Bengal  Fire  Service  and  also  volunteers  or  other 
persons  enrolled  in  an  auxiliary  fire  brigade; 

7(jb)  "nominated  authority”  means  an  officer,  not  below  the  rank 
of  station  officer*  as  may  be  nominated  by  the  Director,  or 
such  officer  as  may  be  nominated  by  ihe  State  Government; 


'See  foot-note  6 on  page  189,  ante, 

: Danse  (hh)  was  inserted  by  $.3(4)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  An. 
1961)  (West  Ben.  Act  XXI  of  I960), 

•'These  words  were  inserted  by  s.  2(7)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fjre  Services  (Amendment) 
Act.  1996  (West  Ben.  Acr  VII  of  1996). 

4 Clause  (hhh)  was  inserted  by  s.  2(3),  ibid, 

‘Clause  (i)  was  omitted  by  s,  2(9),  ibid, 

"Clause  (ia)  was  inserted  by  s.  3(5)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment ) AcrT 
1960  (West  Ben,  Act  XXI  or  1960). 

7C Uiuses  (ib),  (ic),  (id)  and  <ic)  were  inserted  by  s.  2(  10)orthcWest  Bengal  Fire  Services 
( Amendment > Ad  1996  fWesr  Hen  Act  VT1  nf  lOQM 
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XV  III  of  1950,] 


(Chapter  A — -Preliminary. — Section  2.) 


Wesi  Ben, 

Ac l LVLllof 
1980. 

Wcsi  Ben. 

AclUXof 

1930. 

West  Ben. 
Act  XXX  of 
1990. 

Wcsi  Ben. 
Act  XXXI  of 
1990. 

Wesi  Ben. 
Act  XXXII 
of  1990. 

West  Ben. 
Act  XXII  of 
1993. 


'(ic)  “notification”  means  a notification  published  in  the  Official 
Gazette\ 

^id)  “occupier”  means  a person  living  in,  or  otherwise  using,  any 
land  or  building  owned  by  him,  ora  person  who,  for  ihc  time 
being,  is  paying,  or  is  liable  lopay,  lo  theownerthe  rentorfee, 
oris  making,  or  is  liable  lo  make,  contractual  payment  to  the 
owner  for  adjustment  of  rent  or  fee,  or  damages,  or  any 
portion  thereof,  on  account  of  occupation  of  any  land  or 
building,  and  includes  a rent-free  tenant; 

J(ie)  “owner”  means  a person  who(  for  the  time  being,  is  receiving 
ihe  rent  of  any  land  or  building  or  any  pan  of  any  land  or 
building,  either  on  his  own  account  or  as  on  agem  of  a person, 
or  trustee  for  a society  for  any  religious  orcharilablc  purpose, 
or  as  a receiver  who  would  receive  such  rent  i f the  land  or  the 
building  or  any  part  thereof  were  let  lo  a lenanl; 

(j)  “person”  includes  an  undivided  Hindu  family,  and  a firm  or 
company  or  association  of  individuals  whether  incorporated 
or  not; 

(k)  “prescribed”  means  prescribed  by  rules  made  by  ihe  Slate 
Government  under  this  Act; 

-(l)  “premises"  means  a land  or  building  or  hut  or  part  of  a land 
or  building  or  hut,  and  includes — 

(i)  the  garden,  ground  or  out-house,  if  any,  appertaining 
thereto;  or 

(ii)  any  fittings  or  fixtures  affixed  to  a building  or  hul  Dr  part 
of  a building  or  hut  for  the  more  beneficial  enjoyment 
thereof; 

■(la)  “processing”  means  making,  altering,  repairing,  treating  or 
otherwise  dealing  with  any  article  by  means  of  steam, 
electricity  or  other  power; 

^(lb)  “the  relevant  municipal'law”  means — 

(i)  the  Howrah  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  1980,  or 

(ii)  the  Calcutta  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  1980,  or 

(iii)  the  Siliguri  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  1990,  or 

(iv)  the  Asansol  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  1990,  or 

(v)  the  Chandernngorc  Municipal  Corporation  Acl,  1990,  or 
(vi)  the  West  Bengal'Municipal  Act,  1993; 


'Set  fg  oi' roic  7 on  page!90T  ante. 

'Clauses  (l).  (la),  (lb),  (lc)  and  (Id)  were  substituted  For  crginal  clause  (1)  by  s.  2(1 1 ) of 
Lhc  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Acl.  1996  (West  Ben,  Acl  VII  of  1996). 


r . . . . 
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(Chapter II. — Fire  Brigade. — Section  3.) 

'(Ic)  “requisition  for  fire  safely”  means  the  statement  showing  the 
requirements  of  fire  prevention  and  fire  safely  measures  to  be 
provided  in  a premises; 

!(Jd)  “superior  nominated  authority"  means  such  officer,  not  below 
iherank  of  Divisional  Fire  Officer,  as  may  be  nominated  by 
the  Director,  or  such  officer  as  may  be  nominated  by  the  Stale 
Government. 

2*  * * * * * * 

2*  *****  * 


CHAPTER  II, 

Fire  Brigade. 

Mamie-  33«  (])  The  State  Government  shall  maintain  a fire  bridge  ■’[for  the 

cons  him  ion,  purposes  of  extinguishing  lire  and  protecting  life  and  property  in  the  case 

eic^offirc  F of  fire  and  for  rescue  services  and  such  other  services  as  the  Stale 

brigade.  Government  may,  by  notification,  specify,  in  the  local  area  or  any  olher 

area]  in  which  this  Act  is  in  force  and  may,  if  It  thinks  fit,  send  the  fire 
brigade  to  any  place  outside  any  such  area 5 [for  such  purposes  orservicesj 

(2)  The  fire  brigadeshall  consist  of  such  number  of  members  and  shall 
be  otherwise  constituted  in  such  manner  6[,  and  shall  consist  of  such 
organisational  set  up,]  as  the  State  Government  may  think  fit. 

(3)  The  fire  brigade  shall  be  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
D irector  who  may,  with  the  previous  sanction  of  the  Slate  Government  and 
subject  to  the  orders  or  rules,  i f any,  made  by  the  State  Government  under 
section  4 or  section  40,  as  the  case  may  be,  frame  such  regulations  as  he 
thinks  fit  rclaiing  to — 

(a)  the  general  administration  and  control  of  the  fire  brigade, 

(b)  the  equipments,  clothing  and  accoutrement  of  the  members  of 
the  fire  brgade,  their  classification  and  duties  and  distribution 
of  work  among  them, 

(c)  the  place  at  which  or  the  limits  of  the  area  within  which  the 
members  or  any  class  of  members  of  the  fire  brigade  shall 
ordinarily  reside,  forensuring  that  the  services  of  the  members 
or  such  class  of  members  of  the  fire  brigade  may  be  readily 
available,  and 


’.Se*!  foot-note  2 on  page  1 9 1 , a nr*. 

^Clause  (m)  and  the  'Explanation*  thereto  were  emitted  by  s.  2(12)  of  the  West  Bengal 
Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Aci  VI [ of  J 996), 

JSeciions  3 and  3A  were  first  substituted  for  Lhe  original  section  3 by  s.  4 of  the  West 
Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  I960  (West  Ben.AciXXTof  I960).  Lai  er,  section 
3 A was  resubsiiiuied  by  s.  A of  lhe  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West 
Ben,  Act  VII  oH  996). 

The  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  (he  words  "for  service  in  the 
local  or  other  areas"  by  s.  3{a)(i),  ibid. 

'These  words  were  substituted  for  the  words  'Tor  service  therein  ” by  s.  3(a)(ii),  ibid. 

‘'These  words  were  inserted  by  s_  3(b),  ibid. 
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xvm  of  1950,] 


(Chapter  IL — Fire  Brigade — Sections  3 A.  3AA.) 

(d)  all  other  mauers  which  he  considers  necessary  for 
rendering  the  fire  brigade  an  efficient  fire- fighting  force. 

■3A.  The  State  Government  may  allow  raising  of  an  auxiliary  fire 
brigade  for  the  purposes  of  extinguishing  Ore  and  protecting  life  and 
property  in  the  caseof  fire  and  forsuch  other  services  as  may  be  determined 
by  the  State  Government  in  any  local  area  or  any  other  area  in  which  this 
Act  is  not  in  force,  by  the  local  authority  for  that  area,  or  any  organisation 
or  institution,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be  determined  by  the 
State  Government,  and  may  provide  such  assistance  as  may  be  necessary 
for  raising  of  such  fire  brigde  and  allow  enrolment  of  volunteers  and  other 
persons  as  members  of  such  fire  brigade  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
the  local  authority,  with  the  prior  aprovat  oF  the  State  Government,  may 
determine, 

-3AA.  (1)  There  shall  be  a fire  prevention  wing  in  the  West  Bengal 
Fire  Service  which  shall  consist  of  such  number  of  inspecting  officers  and 
other  staff  as  the  Slate  Government  may  determine. 

(2)  The  Director  shall  be  responsible  for  the  smooth  and  efficient 
operation  of  the  fire  prevention  wing. 

(3)  The  inspecting  officers  and  other  staff  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Director  in  such  manner  and  shall  receive  such  salary  and  allowances  as 
may  be  prescribed, 

(4)  The  functions  of  the  inspecting  officers  shall  be  as  follows: — 

(a)  to  inspect  buildings,  cinema  houses,  theatres  and  other 
places  of  public  entertainment  to  see  whether  fire  prevention 
measures  have  been  taken  and  to  test  periodically  the  fire 
extinguisher,  fire  installation  and  other  fire  fighting 
appliances  in  such  buildings,  cinema  houses,  theatres  or 
other  places; 

(b)  to  determine  the  method  of  maintenacc  of  water  supply  for 
fire  fighting  purposes  in  any  building  or  place; 

(c)  to  inspect  means  of  escape  in  any  building  or  place  and  to 
suggest  creation  of  means  of  escape  and  fire  prevention 
measures; 

(d)  to  render  assistance  to  any  statutory  authority  when  so 
requested  by  it  in  matters  connected  with  fire  prevention  or 
fire  protection; 

(e)  such  other  functions  as  may  be  prescribed. 


fool-note  3 on  page  192.  ante. 

'Sceiion  3AA  was  inserted  by  s.  2 of  the  Wesi  Bengal  Fre  Services  (Amendment)  Act, 
1977  (West  Bei>  Act  X of  1977) 


Auxiliary 
fire  brigade. 


Fire 

prevention 

wing. 
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[West  Ben,  Act 


( Chapter  IL — Fire  Brigade. — Sections  3Bt  4 ,J 

The  members  of  the  auxiliary  fire  brigade  raised  under  section 
3A  may  be  given  such  oF  the  powers  exercised  by  ihc  members  of  the  fire 
brigadeemployedinihcWcsiBengaLFireServicesastheStaicGovcmmcnl 

may  determine. 

:4.  The  Slate  Government  may  from  lime  to  time  make  such  general 
or  special  orders  J[and  make  such  rules,]  as  it  thinks  fit — 

for  furnishing  the  fire  brigade  with  such  fire-fighting 
appliances  us  it  deems  proper; 

Tor  building  or  providing  stations,  or  hiring  places,  for 
accommodating  the  members  of  (he  fire  brigade  and  keeping 
its  fire- fighting  appliances; 

4 for  giving  5 [ re wards]  to  person  who  have  given  notice  of 
fires  and  to  those  who  have  rendered  effective  service  lo  the 
fire  brigade  on  the  occasion  of  fires; 

Tor  the  training,  discipline  and  good  conduct  of  the  members 
of  the  fire  brigade; 

for  the  speedy  attendance  of  members  of  the  fire  brigade  with 
necessary'  fire-fighting  appliances  on  the  occasion  of  any 
alarm  of  fire; 

6for  sending  Lhc  members  of  the  fire  brigade  with  necessary 
fire-fighting  appliances,  beyond  the  limits  of  any  7[arca]  in 
which  this  Act  is  in  force,  in  order  to  extinguish  fire  in  Lhc 
neighbourhood  of  sucJilimits  on  such  terms  andconditions  as 
it  deems  proper; 


’Section 3B  wasinscacdbys^oflhe  West  Bengal  Fire  Services ( Amen dmem)  Act.  1996 
(West  Ben.  Act  VII  of  19%), 

Tor  the  Rules  for  lhc  redialing  the  recruitment  of  members  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services,  made  under  s,  4 of  this  Act  and  article  309,  proviso  of  lhc  Constitution,  see 
notification  No.  L.S.G,  3R — 8/50.  dated  24.11.51,  published  in  the  Calcutta  Gazette,  of 
1951.  Pan  1,  Pages  3281-3286.  as  subsequently  amended  from  lime  lo  lime. 

'The  words  within  Ihe  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  5,  6(a)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Act.  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  VI [ of  1996). 

Tor  noUQcaiion  relating  to  Order  for  giving  graiuiies  (rewords)  for  service  on  the 
occasion  of  fires,  see  notification  No.  L.S.G.  2S-28/50,  doled  8.1.51,  published  in  the 
Calcutta  Gazette,  of  1951.  Port  I.  page  131. 

’’This  word  was  substituted  for  lhc  word  “graiuiies"  by  s.  3 of  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Aci.  1951  (Wcsi  Ben.  Act  XXVJ1  of  1951). 

‘For  noli  (1  cot  ion  in  connection  with  Order  relating  to  sending  members  ofihe  firebrigadc 
of  a particular  area  to  extinguish  fire  oulsidc  that  area,  see  notification  No.  L.S.G,  2 F -49/50 
(II),  dated  28.2.52,  published  in  the  Calcutta  Gazelle  of  1952,  Pan  I,  page  1303,  as 
subsequently  amended. 

7Subsiiimed  for  lhc  words  "local  area"  by  s.  5(1)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fue  Services 
(Amendment)  Act.  I960  (Wcsi  Ben,  Act  XXI  of  I960), 
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XVIII  of  1950.] 

(Chapter  If. — Fire  Brigade. — Section  4A.) 

■for  ihe  :cmploymcni  of  [he  members  of  the  fire  brigade 
'■  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  it  deems  proper  in  any  work 

not  connected  with  extinguishing  fire,  for  which  the  fire 
brigade  may  in  its  opinion,  be  usefully  and  appropriately 
employed; 

for  enforcing  discipline  and  imposing  punishment  on  any 
member  of  the  fire  brigade  who  may  infringe  orders  3 [or 
for  giving  awards  to  any  member  of  the  fire  brigade,  whose 
performance  is  commendable]; 

Jfor  regulating  and  controlling  the  powers,  duties  and 
functions  of  the  Director  5[and  the  other  members  of  the 
fire  brigade];  and 

generally,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  fire  brigade  in  a due 
state  of  efficiency  *[,  for  recruitment  against  various 
categories  of  posts  under  the  fire  brigade  and  for  regulating 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  service  of  the  members  of  the 
fire  brigade]. 

74A.  (1)  Where  *[the  fire  brigade  is  sent  beyond  fl(iis  jurisdiction 

to  an  area)]  in  which  this  Act  is  in  force,  in  order  to  extinguish  fire 
,0[in  a premises  which  otherwise  would  have  required  a ‘Fire  Safety 
Certificate'  under  section  1 1C  or  a license  under  section  12,]  shall  be 
liable  to  pay  such  fee  as  may  be  prescribed  in  this  behalf. 

(2)  The  fee  referred  to  in  sub-section  (1)  shall  be  payable  within 
one  month  of  the  service  of  a notice  of  demand  by  the  Director  on  the 
occupier  and  if  it  is  not  paid  within  such  period,  it  shall  be  recoverable 
as  a public  demand. 


’Substituted  for  the  paragraph  beginning  with  the  wonls  “for  the  employment  of  the  members 
of  the  (ire  brigade”  by  s.  5(2)  of  the  West  Bengal  Services  (Amendment)  Act.  1960  (West 
Ben.  Act  XXI  of  1960). 

"For  notification  in  connection  with  Order  relating  to  the  employment  of  members  of  the 
fire  brigade  in  work  other  than  fine  extinguishing,  see  notification  No.  L.S.G.  2 F-4  8/50.  dated 
1 2. 1 1 .5 1 , published  in  the  Calcurtat  Gazette  of  1 95 1,  Pan  1,  pages  3 1 1 3-5 1 1 8,  as  subsequently 
amended  from  time  to  time, 

JThe  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  s.  6(b)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fine 
Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Acl  VTI  of  1996). 

JFar  notification  relating  to  Order  Tor  regulating  and  controlling  the  powers,  duties  and 
functions  of  the  Director,  West  Bengal  Fire  Services,  see  notificatioNo.  L.S.G.  2F^17/5Q,  dated 
2S.7.50,  published  in  the  Calcutta  Gazette  of  1950.  Pan  1,  page  1594,  as  subsequently  amended 
from  lime  to  time. 

JThe  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  s.  6(c)  or  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Act.  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  Vll  of  1996). 

ftThc  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  s,  6(d),  ibid. 

7This  new  section  was  inserted  by  s.  4 of  the  Wcsl  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment) 
Act.  1951  (West  Ben.  Act  XXVIT  of  1951). 

"These  words  were  substituted  for  the  words  '‘members  or  the  fire  brigade  are  sent  beyond 
the  limits  of  any  local  area”  by  s.  6 of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Acl,  1960 
(Wcsl  Ben.  Act  XXI  of  I960.) 

*The  words  within  the  first  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  “the  limits  of  any  area” 
by  s,  7(a)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  VTI  of 
1996). 

ltrThe  words,  figures  and  letter  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words 
1 'in  a wareho  use  or  a workshop  in  the  neighbourhood  of  su  ch  1 i i ni  is,  the  occu  pie  r of  the  warehouse 

rtr  (Vif.  ii-Arl-clinn''  hv  r ihi/f 
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(Chapter  /A — Fire  Brigade. — Seatons  4B,  4Cf  5.) 


l4B,  [(Z)iffHr.r  of  members  of  fire  brigade ). — Omitted  by  s.  8 of  the 
West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act \ 1996  (Uferf  Bet r.  Act  VII 
of  1996)]. 

J4C.  [(Prohibition  of  resignation  or  withdrawal  from  duties  without 
permission  or  notice). — Omitted  by  s.  9r  ibid.]. 


Powers 
exercisable 
on  lhe 

occasionoFa 

fire. 


5.  (1)  On  (he  occasion  of  a fire,  the  Director  or  the  officer  in  charge 

of  the  members  of  the  fire  brigade  on  ihe  spot,  may— 

(a)  remove  or  may  order  any  member  of  Lhe  fire  brigade  to 
remove,  any  persons  who  by  their  presence  interfere  with 
the  due  operations  of  the  fire  brigade; 

(b)  by  himself  or  by  members  of  the  fire  brigade,  break  into 
or  through,  or  pull  down,  any  premises  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  an  end  to  Lhe  fire,  doing  as  little  damage  as  possible; 

(c)  cause  the  mains  and  pipes  of  any  area  lo  be  shut  off  so  as 
to  ‘[ensure]  greater  pressure  of  water  in  the  place  where 
the  fire  has  occurred; 

\cc)  cause  Lhe  water  of  any  stream,  cistern,  lank,  well  or  other 
available  source  of  water  supply,  public  or  private,  to  be 
utilised  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing,  or  limiting  the 
spread  of,  such  fire; 

(d)  exercise  the  same  powers  for  dispersing  any  assembly  of 
persons  likely  to  obstruct  the  operation  of  the  fire  brigade, 
as  if  he  were  an  officer  in  charge  of  a police-station  and 
as  if  such  an  assembly  were  an  unlawful  assembly  and  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  same  immunities  and  protection  as  such 
an  officer,  in  respect  of  the  exercise  of  J[such  powers;] 

(c)  generally  take  such  measures  as  may  appear  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  life  and  property; 

5(f)  require  an  electric  supply  company  or  a gas  supply  company 
to  disconnect  supplies  and  to  remain  as  sland-by  for  duty 
unLil  the  fire  is  fully  extinguished; 

-\g)  require  the  Calcutta  Tramways  Company  (1978)  Limited 
or  a Railway  company,  telecom  company  or  electric  company 
lo  remove  overhead  lines  lo  facilitate  movement  of  fire- 
fighting appliances  during  fire-fighting  operations; 


'Scciions  4B  and  AC  were  inserted  by  s.  7 of  lhe  West  Bengal  Fire  Sendees  (Amendment) 
Ach  1960  (Wesi  Ben.  Act  XXI  of  I960). 

’The  word  within  the  square  brackets  was  subsliiutcd  for  lhe  word  “give”  by  s,  J0(a)  of 
Ihe  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  W96  (West  Ben.  Act  VII  of  1996). 

’Clause  (cc}  was  inserted  by  s.  8 of  the  West  BcngaJ  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  I960 
(West  Ben.  Act  XXi  of  19S0). 

'The  words  wiihinthc  square  brackets  were  subsLim  ted  for  the  words  ‘'such  powers:  and" 
by  s,  10(b)  of  the  Wcsi  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Aci,  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  VII 
of  1996), 

5Clauscs  (0.  (g),  (h)  and  (i)  were  insene  d by  s,  10(c),  ibid. 
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xvm  of  1950.] 


(Chapter  II. — Fire  Brigade. — Sections  5A-5D.) 

l(h)  require  ihe  local  authorities  to  give  prior  notice  about 
blocking  of  roads  within  the  local  area  so  that  routing  of 
fire  appliances  may  be  planned;  and 
■(i)  require  telecom  companies  lo  assist  in  tracing  and  recording 
fire  calls. 

(2)  The  Director  or  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  members  of  the  fire 
brigade  on  the  spoL,  may  verbally  nominate  and  depute  one  or  more 
member  or  members  of  the  fire  brigade  to  act  at  a distance;  and  such 
member  or  members  shall  have  for  the  time  being  the  like  powers  as 
the  Director  or  such  officer  himself  possesses  under  this  section. 

25A.  The  local  authority  or  any  other  agency  responsible  for  water 
supply  in  an  area  or  owning  a source  of  water  or  reservoir,  shall  secure 
adequate  supply  of  water  to  the  members  of  the  fire  brigade  or  the  auxiliary 
Tire  brigade  raised  under  section  3A  for  fire  fighting  operations  on  no- 
charge  basis,  and  shall  ensure  that  such  supplies  are  available  at  all 
material  times  Tor  such  purpose. 

7 SB.  The  Director  or  the  superior  nominated  authority  may  requre 
any  person  or  authority  maintaining  any  fire  fighting  arrangements  to 
provide  all  assistance  lo  deal  with  lire  or  rescue  service. 


4SC,  Whenever  any  vehicle  of  the  fire  brigade  '[proceeds]  to  a fire 
^[sounding  itsj  fire  alarms,  all  other  vehicles,  7[other  than]  police  vehicles 
or  ambulances,  shall  give  way  to  such  vehicle  of  the  fire  brigade. 


*5D.  Any  person  who  makes  a malicious  call  lo  summon  the  fire 
brigade  to  any  place  where  there  is  no  fire  or  apprehension  of  fire  or 
need  for  rescue  work,  shall  be  punishable,  on  conviction,  with  fine  not 
exceeding  fifty  thousand  rupees  or  with  imprisonment  for  a term  which 
may  extend  to  six  months  or  with  both. 


1 See  fool- note  5 on  page  196,  tmte. 

:Seciion  5 A which  was  originally  inserted  by  s,  9 of  the  West  Bengal  Fir:  Sendees 
(Amendment)  Act.  I960  (West  Ben.  Act  XXJ  of  I960)  was  substituted  by  s.  11  of  Ihe  West 
Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act.  1996  (We si  Ben,  Aa  Vlf  of  1996). 

^Section  5B  which  was  'originally  inserted  by  s.  9 of  the  Wes l Bengal  Fire  Services 
(Amendment)  Aa,  1960  (West  Ben.  Aa  XXt  of  I960)  was  substituted  by  s,  12,  ibid. 

J Section  5 C was  inserted  bv  s.  9 of  ihe  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  ( Amendment)  Act,  1 960 
(Wes l Ben.  Aa  XXI  of  I960). 

The  word  within  the  square  h rackets  was  substituted  for  ihe  words  “is  proceeding^ 
by  s.  13(a)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  Vli 
of  1996)/ 

‘The  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  “and  using0  by 
s.  13(b),  ibid. 

The  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  °npt  being0  by 
s,  (3(c),  ibid. 

'Scclinn1:  nnd  were  inserted  hv  = 14.  ibid 
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[West  Ben,  Act 


( Chapter  IL — Fire  Brigade. — Sections  5E,  6~SJ 

*5E.  Any  person  or  agency  causing  obstruction  lo  fire  brigade  to 
draw  waicr  for  fire-fighting  purposes  from  any  reservoir  or  source  located 
in  any  premises  shall  be  punishable,  on  conviction,  with  fine  not  exceeding 
fifty  thousand  rupees  or  with  imprisonment  for  a term  which  may  extend 
to  six  months  or  with  both. 


6.  Police-officers  of  all  grades  shall  be  authorised  and  bound  to 
aid  the  fire  brgade  in  the  execution  of  its  duties.  They  may  dose  any 
street  in  or  near  which  a fire  is  burning;  and  they  may,  on  their  own 
motion  or  on  1 he  request  of  the  Director  or  any  member  of  the  fire  brigade, 
remove  any  persons  who  interfere  by  their  presence  with  the  operations 
or  the  fire  brigade, 

7-  No  officer  of  the  police  and  no  member  of  the  fire  brigade  shah 
be  held  liable  to  damages  on  account  of  any  act  done  by  him  in  (he 
bona  fule  belief  that  such  act  was  required  for  the  proper  execution  of 
his  duties. 

8,  ( I ) In  the  case  of  any  fire  occurring  within  any  :[area]  in  which 

this  Act  is  in  force,  the  seniormost  officer  in  rank  among  the  members 
of  Lhe  fire  brigade  in  that  2[arca]  ■1(or  where  members  of  the  fire  brigade 
are  sent  beyond  the  limits  of  any  3 *[arca]  in  which  this  Act  is  in  force 
to  extinguish  fire  in  the  neighbourhood  of  such  limits,  the  seniormost 
officer  in  rank  among  the  members  so  sent),  shall  ascertain  the  facts 
as  Lo  the  origin  and  cause  of  such  fire  and  shall  make  a report  thereon 
to  the  ■’[District  Magistrate]  having  jurisdiction  in  lhe  place  in  which 
such  fire  5[has]  occurred  6*  * * *. 


l5ec  fool -no le  8 on  page  197.  imfe. 

-The  word  within  the  square  bracken;  was  substituted  for  lhe  words  M local  area"  by 
s.  10  of  i he  West  Bengal  Eire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1 960  (West  Ben,  Act  XXI  of  1 960). 

’The  words  within  lhe  fiist  brackets  vvere  inserted  by  s.  5 of  lhe  Wesi  Bengal  Fire  Services 
(Amendment!  Act.  1951  (Wesi  Ben.  Act  XXVII  of  19SI). 

''The  words  within  lhe  square  brackets  were  subsdiuied  far  lhe  word  “Magistrate"  by 
s,  15(a)(i)  of  ihc  Wes l Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  19%  (Wesi  Be"  Act  V!I 
or  1996). 

■’The  word  wilhin  lhe  square  brackets  was  substituted  for  the  words  "shall  have' 
by  s,  J 5(a)(ii)P  ibid. 

f,The  words”;  and  lhe  si  ad  Magistrate,  in  any  case  where  he  may  deem  fii,  shall  summon 
wiincsses  and  lake  evidence  in  order  lothc  further  ascertainment  of  such  facis"  were  omitied 
by  s.  I5(a)(iii),  ibid. 
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XVIII  of  1950-] 


(Chapter  IIL— Fire-works,  etc. — Sections  9t  JQr) 

1{1A)  The  District  Magistrate  on  receiving  the  report  under  sub- 
section (1)  may,  if  he  deems  fit,  cause,  either  by  himself  or  by  any  other 
Magistrate  not  below  the  rank  of  Sub-Divisional  Magistrate,  an  enquiry, 
summon  witnesses  and  take  evidence  about  the  cause  of  fire  and 
effectiveness  of  the  firc-fighling  operations  and  recommend  actions  as 
may  be  required  to  be  taken  to  prevent  recurrence  of  similar  fire  incidents. 
The  District  Magistrate  shall  submit  his  findings  along  with  his 
recommendations  to  the  Stale  Government  under  intimation  to  the 
Director  The  Director  shall  lake  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  fit  and 
necessary  on  the  basis  of  the  said  findings  and  recommendations,  and 
inform  the  State  Government  accordingly: 

Provided  that  the  State  Government  may  require  any  fire  incident 
to  be  enquired  into  by  a committee  specially  constituted  for  the  purpose 
in  addition  to,  or  in  place  of,  the  enquiry  as  aforesaid, 

-(2)  Copies  of  the  report  referred  to  in  sub-section  (l)  may  be 
furnished  by  the  District  Magistrate  to  a fire  assurance  company  or  other 
person  interested,  on  payment  of  such  Fees  and  in  such  manner  as  may 
be  prescribed. 


CHAPTER  m 
Fire-works,  etc. 

No  person  shall  let  off  rockets  or  send  up  fire-balloons  or  sell 
fire-works  within  any  area  in  which  this  Act  is  in  force,  without  a license. 
A license  for  letting  off  rockets  or  sending  up  fire  balloons  shall,  in 
any  area,  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  clause  (II)  of  section  66  of 
Ben.  aci  TV  the  Calcutta  Police  Act,  1 866,  or  of  clause  ( 1 0)  of  section  40  of  the  Calcutta 

Bcn*Acill  Suburban  Police  Act,  1866,  or  of  any  other  law  on  the  subject,  for  the 

of  J866.  lime  being  in  force  in  such  area,  and  shall  indicate  the  place  from  which, 
the  Lime  at  which  and  the  conditions  subject  to  which,  the  rockets  arc 
to  be  let  off  or  the  fire-balloons  sent  up,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  a license 
for  selling  fire-works  shall  require  prescribed  conditions  specified  in 
the  license  to  be  complied  with, 

',10.  (1)  The  power  of  granting  a license  under  section  9 shall  be 

exercised  by  the  Collector. 


' S u b -seen  on  ( 1 A)  was  inserted  by  s.  1 5(b)  o f the  West  Bengal  Fire  Sendees  { Ame  n d ment) 
Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  VII  of  1996). 

object  ion  (2)  was  substituted  for  c he  original  sub- sect  ion  by  s.  15(c),  ibid. 

Section  9 was  substituted  for  the  original  seciion  hy  s.  9 of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services 
(Amendment)  Act,  I960  (West  Ben.  Act  XXI  of  I960). 

‘Section  1 0 was  subs  liluted  fo  r the  ori  gbal  section  by  s . 6 a f the  West  Be  n gaJ  Fire  Services 
(Amendment)  Acr,  1951  (West  Ben.  Act  XXVlf  of  1951), 
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[West  Ben.  Act 


(Chapter  HI. — Fire-  works,  etc > — Section  II. — Chapter  III  A. — 

Fire  Prevention  and  Fire  Safety.— Sections  II  A,  I IB.) 

l(lA)  The  Collector  shall  grant  or  refuse  a licence  tinder  section 
9 on  Lhe  basis  of  a report  from  the  Director  or  the  nominated  authority. 

(2)  (a)  The  fee  for  a license  to  let  off  rockets  or  to  send  up  flre- 
. balloons  for  any  particular  occasion  shall  be  '[such  as  may 
be  prescribed.] 

(b)  The  annual  fee  for  a license  to  sell  fire-works  shall  be  -1[such 
as  may  be  prescribed  and  shall  be]  payable  in  advance. 

Jll.  A license  granted  under  section  9 may,  without  prejudice  to 
any  other  action  that  may  be  taken  against  the  licensee,  be  suspended 
or  withdrawn  by  the  Collector  after  giving  the  licensee  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Collector  it  is  necessary  lo  do 
so  in  the  public  interest  or,  in  the  case  of  a license  to  sell  fire-works, 
iT  there  has  been  a breach  of  any  prescribed  condition. 

'CHAPTER  III  A. 

Fire  Prevention  and  Fire  Safety. 

•11  A.  Subject  lo  the  provisions  of  the  relevant  municipal  law,  a local 
authority  may  require  Lhe  general  public  residing  in  an  area  within  its 
jurisdiction  to  lake  such  preventive  measures  as  may  be  required  for 
safety  from  Tire  and  other  similar  hazards, 

'11B,  Subject  Lo  the  provisions  of  lhe  relevant  municipal  law  and 
the  building  rules  in  force  and  in  consultation  with  the  Director,  a local 
authority  may,  by  general  or  special  order,  require  the  owner  or  occupier 
of  any  building  of  any  or  all  categories  to  make  or  cairy  out  such 
arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  for  fire  prevention  and  fire  safety 
in  that  area. 

1 S iib  ^:c  i ion  ( l A ) was  i nsert cd  by  s.  1 6(a)  q f the  West  B e ngal  Fire  Scrv  \ ccs  ( Ai  nead  me  m ) 
Act.  1 99£S  (West  Bert.  Act  VTt  of  J996). 

rt’he  words  within  ibe  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  '"one  rupee.”  by 
s.  IGftiKiX/frtf. 

^The  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  “fifteen  rupees” 
by  s.  I6{b)(ii),  ift/rf.  Prior  to  this  substitution  (he  words  "Tift ecu  rupees”  were  substituted 
for  the  words ’ten  rupees”  by  s.  12  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  A cl,  I960 
l West  Ben.  Act  XXI  or  1960). 

‘‘Section  J1  was  substituted  for  (he  original  section  by  s.  11,  ibid, 

'Chapter  UFA  consisting  of  sections  II  A,  1JB.  HC,  l ID,  HE.  HR  1IG,  11H,  l IT,  III 
ami  UK  was  inserted  by  s,  17  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996 
(West  Hen.  Act  V[J  of  [996V 
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XVIII  of  1950.] 


(Chapter  Ul A, — Fire-Prevention  and  Fire  Safety. — Section  1 1C.) 


'11C  (l)  The  owner  or,  where  the  owner  is  not  traceable,  the  occupier 

of  a high-risk  building  or  pan  thereof  shall  provide  fire  prevention  and 
fire  safety  measures  in  such  building  or  part  thereof  and  the  occupier 
shall  maintain  the  fire  prevention  and  fire  safety  measures  in  good  repair 
and  in  efficient  condition  at  all  limes  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  this  Chapter  or  the  rules  made  thereunder: 


Owner  or 
occupier  of 
high-risk 
building  lo 
provide  fuu 
prevention 
and  lire 
safely 
measures. 


Provided  that  in  the  cose  of  such  building  or  part  thereof,  the 
construction  of  which  has  been  completed  on  any  date  before  the  date 
on  which  this  Chapter  comes  into  force,  the  occupier  and,  in  the  case 
of  such  building  or  part  thereof  which  is  under  construction  on  the  dale 
immediately  before  the  dale  on  which  this  Chapter  comes  into  Force, 
the  owner  shall  undertake  and  carry  out  such  additional  fire  prevention 
and  fire  safety  measures  as  are  specified  in  the  notice  served  on  him 
under  section  35. 


(2)  The  owner  or  occupier  of  a high-risk  building,  as  the  case  may 
be,  shall  furnish  to  the  Director  or  the  nominated  authority  a 'Fire  Safety 
Certificate’  in  the  prescribed  form  issued  by  a licensed  agency  in  the 
manner  prescribed, 

(3)  The  State  Government  may  require  compulsory  endorsement  of 
,‘Firc  Safely  Certificate1  by  the  Director  or  by  a superior  nominated 
authority  in  respect  of  any  class  or  classes  of  high-risk  buildings  as  may 
be  notified  by  the  State  Government  from  time  to  time: 

Provided  that  the  Director  or  a superior  nominated  authority  shall 
not  endorse  any  ‘Fire  Safety  Certificate'  unless  he  or  it  is  satisfied  about 
the  fire  prevention  and  fire  safety  measures  including  safety  of  electrical 
installations  and  provision  of  supply  of  adequate  quantity  of  water  for 
fighting  purposes  made  by  the  owner  or  occupier  of  such  building. 

(4)  The  occupiers  of  all  high-risk  buildings  shall  carry  out  a mock 
fire  drill  involving  the  watch  and  ward  staff  of  such  buildings  every 
year  under  intimation  to  the  Director  or  the  nominated  authority  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  prescribed  and  a certificate  of  performance  of  such 
drill  shall  be  furnished  to  the  Director  or  the  nominated  authority, 
as  the  case  may  be, 

■ (5)  No  person  shall  tamper  with,  or  alter,  or  remove,  or  cause  any 
injury  or  damage  to,  any  fire  prevention  or  Fire  safety  equipment 
installed  in  any  such  building  or  part  thereof  or  instigate  any  other 
person  to  do  so. 


1 SVr  fnnf.nnlp  S nn  mpp1  ^OTl  fuxtt* 
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[West  Ben.  Act 

(Chapter  HI  A, — Fire  Prevention  and  Fire  Safety.— Sections  I ID,  11E.) 
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111Dp  A fire  safety  certificate  duly  endorsed  under  sub-section  (3) 
of  section  1 1 C shall  be  the  'no  objection'  regarding  fire  prevention  and 
fire  safety  measures  for  a building  or  installation  under  the  Indian  dofias^ 
Explosives  Act,  1884,  or  the  Explosive  Substances  Act,  1908,  or  the  6 or  1908. 
Petroleum  Act,  1934,  or  the  Inflammable  Substances  Act,  1952,  or  the 
Cinematograph  Act,  1952,  or  die  rules  made  thereunder,  or  under  any  37  Qf  1952. 
other  law  for  the  time  being  in  force,  as  required  from  the  Director 


special  fcc.  TIE.  (1 ) With  effect  from  such  date  as  the  Slate  Government  may, 
by  notification,  appoint  in  this  behalf,  there  shall  be  levied  a special 
fee  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  on  the  owners  of  such  class  or  classes 
of  high-risk  buildings  within  a local  area  in  which  this  Act  is  in  force 
as  may  be  prescribed: 

Provided  that  no  special  fee  shall  be  levied  on  any  such  building 
or  part  thereof,  which  by  virtue  of  its  being  used  Tor  any  of  the  purposes 
referred  to  in  section  12,  requires  a licence  under  [hat  section. 

(2)  (a)  The  Stale  Government  shall  prescribe  by  rules  the  rate  of 
special  fee  for  different  classes  of  high-risk  buildings  on  the  basis  of 
the  loial  floor  area  of  all  the  floors  of  a building  as  shown  in  the  approved 
building  plan: 

Provided  i hat  the  rate  of  such  special  fee  may  be  different  for  different 
local  areas. 

(b)  The  manner  of  imposition,  assessment  and  collection  of  such 
special  fee  shall  be  such  as  may  be  prescribed. 

(3)  The  special  fee  referred  [o  in  sub-section  (!)  shall  be  payable 
by  the  owner  of  a high-risk  building  at  the  time  of  submission  or 
application  to  a local  authority  for  approval  of  the  building  plan  under 
the  building  rules: 

Provided  that  in  the  case  of  every  high-risk  building  referred  to  in 
sub-section  (1),  the  construction  of  which  has  been  completed  on  any 
date  before  the  date  of  coming  into  force  of  this  Chapter  or,  in  the  case 
of  any  such  building  the  construction  of  which  has  been  completed  on 
or  after  the  date  of  coming  into  force  of  this  Chapter,  the  special  fee, 
unless  it  has  already  been  paid  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
any  other  law  in  force  on  the  date  immediately  before  the  date  appointed 
under  sub-section  (1),  shall  be  payable, — 

(a)  in  the  former  case,  by  the  owner  or,  if  the  owner  is  not 
traceable,  the  occupier,  and 

(b)  in  the  latter  case,  by  the  owner, 

of  the  building  within  three  months  from  the  date  of  receipt,  by  the  owner 
or  occupier,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the  notice  of  demand  in  this  behalf. 


lSee  fo  01- noic  5 on  pace  200.  ante. 
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XVUI  of  1950.] 


(Chapter  IIIA. — Fire -Prevention  and  Fire  Safer)'. — Section  11 F.) 


Wesi  Ben, 
Act  XX  of 
1993. 

West  Ben. 
Act  XVI  of 
1972. 


(4)  The  Slate  Government  may  also  levy  annually  a further  special 
fee  referred  to  in  sub-section  (1)  with  a view  to  defraying  the  expenses 
for  regular  checking  and  inspection  and  other  incidental  expenses  so 
as  to  require  and  cause  the  occupier  of  a high-risk  building  to  keep 
necessary  installations  in  fit  condition,  and  such  special  fee  shall  be 
payable  by  the  occupier,  in  the  case  of  a building  existing  on  the  date 
immediately  before  the  date  appointed  under  sub-section  (1),  from  the 
date  appointed  under  sub-section  (1),  and,  in  the  case  of  a building  the 
construction  of  which  has  been  completed  on  or  after  the  date  appointed 
under  sub-section  (1),  from  the  date  of  occupancy  of  the  building  as 
may  be  certified  by  the  local  authority,  and  in  advance  annually  at  the 
time  of  submission  of  the  'Fire  Safety  Certificate1  under  sub-section  (2) 
of  section  1 1C: 

Provided  that  the  liability  of  the  occupier  lo  pay  the  special  fee  under 
this  sub-section  shall  be  only  to  the  extent  of  the  special  fee  payable 
in  respect  of  the  floor  area  of  the  building  under  his  occupation  including 
his  share  of  the  area  comprising  common  facilities  in  such  building  or 
pan  thereof. 

Explanation. — Notwithstanding  anything  contained  elsewhere  in 
this  Act,  for  the  purposes  of  this  section  and  section  11C,  "owner"  shall 
include  a promoter  as  defined  in  the  West  Bengal  Building  (Regulation 
of  Promotion  of  Construction  and  Transfer  by  Promoters)  Act,  1993, 
or  a co-operative  society,  or  a company  or  an  owner  of  an  apartmenL 
as  defined  in  the  West  Bengal  Apartment  Ownership  Act,  1972. 


■11F.  (1)  The  Director  may,  from  Lime  Lo  time  and  in  accordance, 

with  such  qualifications,  experience  or  other  matter  in  this  behalf  as 
may  be  prescribed  in  respecL  of  such  classes  of  buildings  as  may  be 
prescribed,  grant  any  person  or  association  of  persons,  a license  to  act 
as  licensed  agency  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act. 

(2)  Every  such  license  shall  be  renewed  every  three  years. 

(3)  The  State  Government  may,  from  time  to  time,  prescribe  a scale 
of  fee  Tor  licensed  agencies  in  respect  of  any  class  of  building,  if  there 
is  no  written  contract  in  this  behalf  lo  the  contrary. 

(4)  Where  the  Dire c Lor  has  reason  lo  believe  that  any  person  to  whom 
a license  has  been  granted  under  sub-section  (1)  has  contravened  any 
provisions  of  this  Act  or  the  rul£$  made  thereunder  or  has  fai  led  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  of  the  license  or  is  unfit  to  hold  the  license  by  reason 
of  incompetence,  misconduct  or  any  other  reasons,  the  Director  may, 
after  giving  the  person  a reasonable  opportunity  to  show  cause,  suspend 
or  cancel  the  license,  after  recording  the  reasons  in  writing. 
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(Chapter  111  A.— Fire  Prevention  and  Fire  Safety, — Sections  JIG- UK.) 

'11G.  No  person,  other  than  a licensed  agency,  shall  carry  out,  in 
Lhc  manner  prescribed,  the  work  of  providing  fire  prevention  and  file 
safely  measures  or  performing  such  other  related  activities  required 
to  be  carried  out  in  any  high-risk  building  or  part  thereof  under  this 
Act- 

^XH.  Where  the  wilful  default  on  lhc  part  of  a licensed  agency  in 
respect  of  fire  safety  of  any  building  or  premises  is  compromised,  such 
licensed  agency  shall  be  liable  to  criminal  prosecution  and,  In  the  event 
of  any  fire  accident  in  such  building  or  premises,  shall  make  good  all 
damages  on  account  of  such  Tire  accident. 

'111.  (1)  Any  person  aggrieved  by  an  order  of  the  Director  under 
this  Chapter  may,  within  thirty  days  of  the  service  of  the  order,  prefer 
an  appeal  to  such  authority  as  may  be  prescribed. 

(2)  The  manner  in  which  an  appeal  shall  be  filed  and  the  manner 
of  deciding  the  appeal  shall  be  such  as  may  be  prescribed. 

111J.  Whoever  contravenes  any  provision  of  Chapter  H1A  or  the 
rules  made  thereunder  or  fails  to  comply  with  any  requisition  lawfully 
made  to  him  under  any  provision  of  Chapter  II1A  or  the  rules  made 
thereunder  shall,  without  prejudice  to  any  other  action  that  may  be 
taken  against  him  under  section  36  or  section  37f  be  punishable  with 
imprisonment  for  a term  of  three  years  which  may  extend  to  five  years 
or  with  fine  of  twenty  thousand  rupees  which  may  extend  to  five 
lakh  rupees  or  with  both  and,  where  the  offence  ts  a continuing  one, 
with  a further  fine  of  one  thousand  rupees  which  may  extend  to  ten 
thousand  rupees  for  every  day  during  which  such  offence  continues 
after  the  conviction  for  the  first  such  offence. 

'11K.  Any  person  associated  with  a licensed  agency  for  any  of 
the  purposes  of  Chapter  1I1A,  who  knowingly  furnishes  a false  Tire 
Safety  Certificate",  shall  be  punishable  with  imprisonment  for  a term 
of  three  years  which  may  extend  to  five  years  or  with  fine  of  twenty 
thousand  rupees  which  may  extend  to  five  lakh  rupees  or  with 
both. 
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{Chapter  IV — License  for  storing  hazardous  substances. — Sections  12-14.) 


Weil  Ben, 
AelVilof 
1996. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

'License  for  storing  hazardous  substances. 


:12.  No  premises  in  any  area  where  this  Act  is  in  force  shall  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  storing  or  processing  at  any  material  poinl  of 
time  hazardous  substances  beyond  such  quantity  as  may  be  prescribed 
unless  the  owner  or  occupier  thereof  shall  have  previously  been  granted 
a license  by  the  Collector. 

T3.  No  license  to  use  any  premises  for  the  purpose  referred  to  in 
section  12  shall  be  granted  unless  such  premises  conforms  to  such 
conditions  as  may  be  prescribed. 
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J14.  An  application  for  license  referred  to  in  section  12  shall  be  Issue  of 
made  lo  the  Collector  in  the  prescribed  form  along  with  an  authenticated  llccm:c 
copy  of  the  requisition  for  fire  safely  issued  by  a licensed  agency  and 
duly  endorsed,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed,  by  the  Director 
or  superior  nominated  authority,  and  such  other  documents  as  may 
be  prescribed.  The  Collector  shall,  on  scrutiny  of  the  application,  the 
requisition  for  fire  safety  and  other  documents,  compute  the  annual  fee 
payable  by  the  applicant  and  shall,  on  payment  of  such  fee  in  advance, 
issue  the  licence  to  the  applicant  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may 
be  prescribed: 

Provided  that  any  owner  or  occupier  of  any  premises  which  requires 
a license  under  section  12  and  who  holds  a valid  license  under  this 
Act  on  the  day  immediately  before  the  dale  of  coming  into  force  of 
the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996,  shall  not  be 
required  to  apply  for  a license  but  shall,  at  the  time  of  renewal,  make 
an  application  for  a fresh  license  under  this  Aci: 

Provided  further  that  where  any  owner  or  occupier  of  any  premises 
which  requires  a license  under  section  12  has  made  an  application  for 
a license  under  this  Act  before  the  coming  into  force  of  the  West 
Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  but  has  not  been  granted 
a license  till  the  date  immediately  before  the  date  of  coming  into  force 
of  (hat  Act,  such  owner  or  occupier  shall  be  required  to  make  an 
application  for  such  license  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  Act. 

The  heading  to  Chapter  [ V was  substituted  for  the  original  heading  by  s.  18  of  Ihe  Wcsi 
Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Ad  VII  of  1996). 

-Section  1 2 was  s ubstil  uicd  forihe  on  gin  al  sect  ion  by  s.  1 9,  j'b/J.  Prior  to  this  subs  h tut  ion. 
the  words  "or  as  a workshop”,  were  inserted  in  the  original  section,  bys,  7 of  the  West  Bengal 
Fire  Services  {Amendment)  Aci,  (951  (West  Ben.  Aci  XXVII  of  1951). 

Section  13  was  substituted  for  the  original  section  by  s.  20  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services 
(Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Aci  VI]  of  J 996).  Prior  to  this  substitution,  (he  words 
"or  as  a workshop",  were  inserted  in  ihe  original  section,  by  s.  8 of  the  Wesi  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Aci,  1951  (West  Ben.  Act  XXVII  of  1951). 

'‘Section  14  was  substituted  for  the  original  section  by  s,  9,  ibid.  Later,  the  same  was 
resubslituted  by  s.  21  ofihe  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amend mem)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben. 

Act  VII  of  1996),  Prior  to  these  subsiiiuiions.  the  word  "area”,  was  substiluied  for  the  words 
"local  area",  in  the  previous  section  14.  bys,  14  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Sendees  (Amendment) 
am  io An  mwr  am  vyi  f>r  lO^m 
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(Chapter  IV, — License  for  storing  hazardous  substances.— Section  15.) 

15*  2(]}  Non-fulfilment  of  any  fire  prevention  and  fire  safely 

measures  as  may  be  referred  to  in  the  Tire  Safety  Certificate’  shall  be 
a breach  of  a condition  of  license. 

'(2)  Every  license  granted  under  section  12  shall  be  required  to  be 
renewed  annually;  application  for  renewal  of  license  along  whh  duly 
endorsed  ‘Fire  Safely  Certificate1  and  such  other  documents  as  may  be 
prescribed  shall  be  made  to  the  collector,  who  shall  renew  the  license 
on  such  scrutiny  as  he  may  consider  necessary  and  on  payment  of  the 
prescribed  annual  fees: 

Provided  that  if  an  applicant  so  desires,  lie  may  renew  the  license 
for  Lhree  years  at  a time  on  paymenL  of  the  prescribed  fees. 

\3)  The  annual  fee  shall  be  payable  in  advance  in  respect  of  the 
period  commencing  from  the  date  from  which  the  premises  is  used  for 
the  purpose  referred  to  in  section  12  in  the  case  of  new  license,  and 
from  the  date  following  the  date  of  expiry  of  the  license  in  the  case  of 
the  renewal  of  license. 


rThe  marginal  rune* to  section  15  was  substituted  for  the  original  'marginal  note* 
by  s.  22(a)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act.  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  V[J 
of  19%). 

:5ub-M:cdonL  (1)  was  substituted  for  the  original  subjection  bys.  22(b),  ibid.  Prior  loihis 
substitution  there  occurred  following  changes,  namely: — 

(i)  the  words  "or  as  a workshop”  were  inserted  by  s.  IG(a)(i)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Act.  1951  (West  Ben.  Act  XXVII  of  1951). 

(ii)  Ihe  word  ‘"area"  was  substituted  for  the  words  "local  area"  by  s.  15(1  Ha)  of  the 
West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1960  (West  Ben.  Act  XXI  of  I960), 

(iii)  the  words  “in  the  prescribed  form  fora  license"  we  re  inserted  by  &,  15(1  )(b),  ibid, 

(iv)  the  words  “one  metre  to  a centimetre11  were  substituted  for  the  words  “eight  feel 
to  an  inch"  by  s,  2 of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1962  (West 
Ben.  Act  XXVI  of  1962). 

(v)  the  words  “or  in  the  workshop”  were  inserted  by  s,  I0(a)(ii)  of  Ihe  West  Bengal 
Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1951  (West  Ben.  Act  XXVII  of  1951), 

Ivi)  ttie  word  “and"  was  oniiucd  by  s.  15(l)(c)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services 
(A  mend  meat)  Act,  I960  (West  Ben.  Act  XXI  of  I960), 

(vii)  clause  (bb)  was  inserted  by  s.  l5(J)(d).  ibid,  and 
(viii)  a proviso  was  added  by  s.  15(2),  ibid. 

FSub-scciion  (2)  was  substituted  Tor  the  original  sub  section  by  s,  10(b)  of  the  West 
Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1951  (West  Bun,  Act  XXVII  of  J95IF 
Later,  the  same  was  resubstituted  by  s,  22(c)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services 
(Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  VII  of  1996). 

JSub-scciion  (3)  was  substituted  for  the  original  sub -section  by  s.  22(d).  ibid.  Prior  to 
this  substitution,  the  words  “who  shall  refer  the  case  to  the  Director  and  the  Collector 
shall  grant  or  refuse  renewal  as  may  be  recommended  by  the  Director11,  in  the  original 
sub  ‘Section,  were  substituted  for  the  words  "who  may  ift  his  discretion  grant  or  refuse 
renewal”  by  s,  10(c)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  [951  (West 
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(Chapter  IV — -License  for  storing  hazardous  substances.— Section  J5.) 

■(3a)  When  a license  is  granted  under  this  section  or  on 
application  under  section  M accompanied  by  a plan  in 
duplicate  of  such  building  or  place  of  when  a license  is 
renewed  on  application  submitted  with  apian  in  duplicate 
under  proviso  (b)  to  section  14,  a copy  of  the  plan 
aulbenlicaied  by  Hie  Collector  in  the  manner  prescribed 
shall  be  returned  to  the  licensee.  -[Such  authenticated  copy 
shall  be  preserved  in  good  condition  by  the  licensee  and 
he  shall  produce  it  before  an  inspecting  officer  for  scrutiny 
whenever  demanded]. 

■\3b)  Every  license  granted  under  sub-secdon  (2)  shall  have 
effect  from  the  date  on  which  the  license  is  granted  and 
the  renewal  of  every  license  renewed  under  sub-section 
(3)  shall  have  effect  from  the  dale  following  the  date  of 
expiry  of  the  license  which  is  renewed: 

Provided  that  where  for  any  reason  no  order  either 
granting  or  refusing  a license  is  made  under  sub-section 
(2)  within  a period  of  thirty  (Jays  from  the  date  of  receipt 
by  the  Collector  of  the  application  for  the  license,  the 
applicant  may,  on  [he  expiry'  of  such  period  and  for  so 
Jong  as  the  license  is  not  refused,  use  the  building  or  place 
concerned  for  the  purpose  for  which  the  license  is  applied 
for,  and  if  the  license  is  subsequently  granted,  the  license 
shall  have  effect,  from  the  date  following  the  date  of  expiry 
of  such  period. 

J(4)  A license  or  renewal  of  a license,  for  which  an  appJi  cation 
has  been  duly  made  under  5[scciion  14,]  shall  not  be 
granted  if  the  Collector  is  satisfied  that  the  area  in  which 
the  ^premises]  proposed  to  be  used  or  continued  to  be 
7[uscd  for  the  purpose  referred  to  in  section  12  is] 
unsuitable  for  the  purpose.  Where  ariy  such  license  or 
renewal  of  license  is  refused,  the  Collector  shall  record 
in  writing  the  reasons  for  such  refusal  and  shall 
communicate  his  order  of  refusal  to  the  applicant. 


“This  new  sub-section  (3a)  was  insened  by  s.  10(d)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services 
{Amcndmonf)  Act,  195  i (West  Ben.  Act  XXVJf  of  195  ()- 

''These  wonts  were  added  by  s.  15(3)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment) 
Acl  1960  (West  Ben,  Act  XXI  of  I960). 

’Sub -see t(on  (3b)  was  inserted  by  s.  t5(4),  ibid. 

■‘Sub-section  (4)  was  substituted  fontie  original  sub-section  by  s.  15(5).  ibid. 

‘The  word  and  figures  within  i he  square  brackcis  were  sob stiiuicd  for  the  words,  figures 
and  brackets  "sub- section  (f)  or  sub -section  (3)/’  by  s.  22(c)(i)  of  the  West  Bengal  Firv 
Services  (Amendment)  Acl,  1996  (West  Ben.  Acl  VII  of  1996), 

*The  word  ‘‘premises'1  was  substituted  for  the  words  ‘ building or  place"  by  s,  22(e)(ii), 
iind. 

*The  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  subsliluied  for  Ihe  words  "used  ns  a ware* 
Krfntv*  rtr  wnrlr^hon  is  in  the  public  interest''  by  s.  22(e)(iii),  ibid. 


The  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  Act > 1950 , 


208 


Period  for 
disposrdof 
application 
for  license. 


Annual  fee. 


[West  Ben,  Act 

(Chapter  IV — License  far  storing  hazardous  substances. — Sections  16-18.) 

(5)  An  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  Commissioner  from  an  order 
refusing  a license  or  the  renewal  of  a license.  '[The  period 
of  limitation  for  presenting  such  appeal  shall  be  thirty 
days  -(against)  the  date  of  receipt  of  the  communication 
referred  to  in  sub-section  (4): 

Provided  that  no  appeal  shall  be  entcriained  unless  Lhe 
memorandum  of  appeal  bears  J(such  court-fcc  stamp  as 
may  be  prescribed.)] 

16*  Every  application  for  a license  under  secuon  14  * * shall 

he  disposed  of  within  5[sixty]  days  from  the  dale  of  its  receipt  by  the 
Collector  and  if  it  is  not  disposed  of  within  that  period,  the  applicant 
shall  not  be  liable  to  any  penalties  under  this  Act,  *[for  the  use  of  the 
premises  for  Lhe  purposes  referred  to  in  section  12,]  after  the  said 
period  of  '[sixty]  days,  so  long  as  such  application  is  not  reFused  by 
the  Collector. 

17*  [(Conditions  to  which  a license  shall  be  subject.). — Omitted  by 
s,  24  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment}  Act , 1996  (Hferf 
Ben.  Ad  VII  of  1 996)1 

7 18*  (1)  The  annual  fee  for  any  premises,  which  requires  a license 

under  section  12,  shall  be  such  as  may  be  prescribed: 

Provided  that  the  Slate  Government  may  by  rules  prescribe  different 
rates  of  annual  fee  for  different  hazardous  substances  and  for  different 
local  areas. 

'The  portion  within  the  squire  brackets  was  added  by  s.  15(6)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1 96D  (West  Ben.  AcL  XXI  of  I960). 

:The  word  within  the  firit  brackets  was  substituted  Tor  the  word  "from"  by  s.  22(f)(1) 
of  lhe  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Acir  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  V tf  of  1996). 

^The  words  within  lhe  first  brackets  were  substituted  for  words  “a  Court  fee  stamp  of  one 
rupee"  by  s.  22(f)(ii).  ibid. 

4 The  words  and  figures  "or  under  section  1 5"  were  omitted  by  s.  23(a).  ibid. 

'The  word  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  word  "‘thirty"  by  s.  23(b). 
ibid. 

-The  words  and  figures  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words 
"for  the  use  as  a warehouse  or  as  a workshop  of  t lie  building  or  place  in  respect  of  which 
the  application  was  made,''  by  s.  23(c),  ibid. 

7Section  1 8 was  substituted  for  the  original  by  $,  25, ibid.  Prior  to  this  substitution,  there 
occurred  following  changes,  namely: — 

U)  sub-sections  (1),  (la)  and  (lb)  were  substituted  for  lhe  original  sub- 
section ( l)  by  s,  16(a)  of  the  Wcsi  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act, 

I960  (West  Ben.  Act  XXI  of  1960), 

(ii)  the  words  “or  as  a workshops  were  inserted  by  s.  13(b)(i)  of  the  West  Bengal 
Fire  Services  (Amend mem)  Act,  ] 9 5 1 (West  Ben,  Act  XXV11  of  1951), 

(iii)  the  words  "and  for  different  classes  of  workshops  according  to  the  nature  of 
lhe  processing  carried  on  or  the  quantity  or  nature  of  the  articles  processed 
therein”  were  added  by  s.  1 3(b)(ii),  ibid. 

(iv)  the  first  proviso  to  sub-section  (2)  was  substituted  for  the  original  proviso  by 
s,  16(b)  of  the  West  Bengal  Rre  Services  (Amendment)  Act.  1960  (West  Ben. 

Act  XXI  of  1960), 

(Foot-note  7 continued  to  next 


The  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  Aa,  1950 . 


209 


XVIII  Of  1950.] 


(Chapter  IV. — License  for  storing  hazardous  substances. — Section  19,) 


(2)  A rebate  in  annual  fee  ai  such  rate  as  may  be  determined  by 
the  Stale  Government  shall  be  allowed  in  the  prescribed  manner  in  respect 
of  the  premises  where  the  owner  or  occupier  maintains  his  own  fire 
services,  employing  qualified  and  full-time  Tire  personnel  supported  by 
adequate  fire-fighting  appliances' 

Provided  that  a monthly  return  of  the  fire-fighting  appliances,  fire 
personnel  and  such  other  details  as  may  be  prescribed  shall  be  furnished 
to  the  Director  or  the  superior  nominated  authority  and  such  fire  services 
shall  be  subject  to  inspection  by  the  Director  or  the  superior  nominated 
authority: 

Provided  further  that  in  case  the  fire  cover  provided  is  found  to  be 
inadequate,  such  rebate  may  be  withdrawn  and  the  annual  fee  for  the 
period  commencing  from  the  date  on  which  the  fire  cover  became 
inadequate,  may  be  required  to  be  paid. 


19,  Whenever  lsfc  * * a change  in  the  occupation  of  any  ^premises 
requiring  a license  under  section  12]  occurs,  the  person  entering  into 
occupation  of  the  same  shall,  within  two  weeks  of  his  so  entering  into 
occupation,  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  Collector  of  such  change  of 
occupation,  and  shall  thereupon  pay  -[such  fee  as  may  be  prescribed;] 
and  his  name  shall  accordingly  be  substituted  in  the  license  in  respect 
of  the  ^[premises  requiring  a license  under  section  12]  4[in  lieu  of  the 
name  of  the  prevtous  occupier] 


Change  in 
occupation 
of  ware  house 
or  workshop 
Lobe 
notified. 


(Foot-note  7 continued  from  page  220.) 

(v)  a further  proviso  was  added  io  sub  section  (2)  by  s.  2(a)  of  the  West  Bengal 
Fire  Services  (Amend men!)  Act,  1957  (West  Ben,  Act  XI f I of  1957). 

(vi)  ihe  words  “a  building  or  place  used  as  a warehouse  or  as  a workshop" 
were  substituted  for  the  words  “building  or  place  used  os  a ware  house",  in 
sub-see  Lion  (3),  by  s.  1 3(c)  (i)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment) 
Acl,  1951  (Wesi  Ben.  Acl  XXVII  oM  951). 

(vii)  the  word  "and"  was  omiUed  by  s.  I3(c)(ii),  ibid. 

(viii)  a proviso  was  added  to  clause  (a)  of  sub-sec  lion  (3)  by  s.  J3(c)(m),  ibid. 

(i  x)  the  words  " Tor  sue  h bui  tiling  or  pi  ace  separately1  r were  insert cd  wi  Lh  reirospecu  ve 
c/Tcct,  m proviso  to  clause  (a)  of  subbed  ion  (3)  bys.  2(bXi)  of  the  West  Bengal 
Fire  Sendees  (Amcndmcni)  Act.  1957  (Wcsl  Ben  Acl  Xill  of  1957).  and 
(x)  ihe  words,  figures  and  brackets  "and  the  annual  fee  referred  Lq  in  sub- 
sec lion  (2)  and  the  maxi  in  u m fo  r the  annual  fee  referred  to  in  the  first  prov  is  o 
to  sub  section  (2)  shall  be  calculated  separately  forsuch  building  or  place  and 
Ihe  annual  fee  so  calculated  stall  be  payable  under  sub-section  U)  separately 
fo  r s uch  bu  il  d mg  or  place1  ’ w ere  i nsc  reed  with  re  ir  ospcc  Li  ve  effeer,  in  pro  vi  so 
to  clause  (a)  of  sub-section  (3)  by  s,  2(b)(ii),  ibid. 

‘The  words  "and  so  often  as"  were  omitted  by  s 26(a)  of  Ihe  West  Bengal  Fire  Services 
(Amendment)  Acl,  1996  (West  Ben,  Acl  Vii  of  1996), 

-The  words  and  figures  were  substituted  for  the  words  "warehouse  or  workshop"  by 
s.  26(b).  ibid.  Prior  to  this  substitution  the  words  "or  workshop"  were  inserted  by  s,  Id  of 
the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act.  1951  (West  Ben.  Ac:  XXVTI  of  1951). 

5The  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  ihe  words  "a  Tee  of  Len  rupees;’’ 
by  s.  26(c)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Acl.  1996  fWcsi  Ben,  Act  Vll 
of  1996). 

'‘The  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  subsiiiuicd  fonhe  words  "for  the  name  of 
i In  cl  i>rrnnTTir  ” hv  s 261(11.  ibid. 
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[West  Ben.  Act 


(Chapter  IV — License  for  storing  hazardous  substances. — 
Sections  20-23.) 

l2Q.  A license  issued  under  section  14  may,  without  prejudice  to 
any  other  action  that  may  be  taken  against  the  licensee,  be  suspended 
or  withdrawn  by  the  Collector,  after  giving  the  licensee  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Collector,  it  is  necessary  to  do 
so  in  the  public  interest  or  if  there  has  been  a breach  of  any  prescribed 
condition. 

21.  [( Magistrate  may  cancel  or  suspend  license.). — Omitted  by 
s.  28  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West 
Ben . Act  VII  of  1996)1 

22.  The  Collector  may  delegate  any  of  his  powers,  duties  and 
functions  under  this  Chapter  to  any  officer  or  officers  2[,  not  below  the 
rank  of  Sub-Divisional  Officer,]  subordinate  to  him. 

*23.  (1)  The  Stale  Government  may,  by  general  or  special  order 
published  in  the  Official  Gazette,  direct  that  such  of  the  powers,  duLics 
and  functions  of  the  Collector  under  this  Act  as  may  be  specified  in 
the  order,  shall  be  exercised  and  ^[performed  also  by  such  other  officer 
or  officers  as  may  be  specified  therein.] 


5*  * 

* 
* 

-V  * 

* * 

* * 


* * * 

* * * 

* * * 

* * * 

♦ * * 

* * * 


* * ’ * 

+ * + 

* * * 

* * * 

* * * 

* * * 


^Section  20  was  substituted  for  the  original  see  lion  by  s,  27  of  the  West  Bengal  Fue  Services 
(Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Ace  VII  of  1996), 

:Thc  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  s,  29,  ibid. 

’Section  23  was  substituted  for  the  original  section  by  s.  17  of  Ihe  West  Bengal  Fire 
Smites  (Amendment)  Act,  I960  (West  Ben.  Act  XXI  or  I960), 

4 The  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  “performed  also 
by — 11  by  s,  30(a)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West 
Ben.  Act  VII  of  1996), 

■Clauses  (a),  (b),  (c)  and  (d)  to  subjection  ( l ) of  section  23  were  omitted  by  s,  30(b), 
ibid. 
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XVIII  of  1950.] 


(C//fj/7fer  /Vft. — Temporary  Structures  and  Pandals. — 

Section  23 A.) 

1 CHAPTER  IVA. 

Temporary  Structures  and  Pandals. 

:23A*  (1)  A person  who  intends  lo  erect  a temporary  structure  or 

panda  I with  roof  or  walls  made  of  straw,  hay,  itlu  grass,  golpata,  hogla , 
darma,  mat,  canvas  ?[,  tarpaulin,  polythene  sheets  and  high  density 
polythene]  or  other  (ike  material  J[in  an  area  where  this  Act  is  in  force], 
for  use  as  a place  where  members  of  the  public  may  assemble,  shall 
apply  to  the  Director  ^[or  the  superior  nominated  authority  along  with 
the  prescribed  fees]  for  permission  to  erect  such  structure  or  panda I 
and  such  permission  shall  not  be  refused  if  the  structure  or  pandal 
conforms  lo  the  conditions  that  may  be  prescribed  in  this  behalf  5[and 
the  fee  ns  may  be  prescribed  in  this  behalf  is  paid]: 

^Provided  that  the  State  Government  may  prescribe  by  rules  the 
essential  requirements  of  a 'Fire  Safety  Certificate'  in  respect  of  any 
class  or  classes  of  temporary'  structures  or  pandals. 

(2)  No  structure  or  pandal  referred  to  in  sub-section  (1)  shall  be 
erected — 

(a)  unless  it  conforms  to  the  conditions  referred  lo  in  sub- 
section (!)  7[and  the  fee  referred  to  in  sub-section  (J)  is 
paid];  and 

(b)  unless  permission  of  the  Director  *[or  the  superior  nominated 
authority]  has  been  granted  under  sub-section  (1): 

Provided  that  where  no  order  granting  or  refusing  [he  permission 
is  made  within  such  period  as  may  be  prescribed  in  this  behalf  [he 
structure  or  pandal  may  be  erected  if  it  conforms  Lo  the  conditions  referred 
to  in  sub-section  (1), 

Explanation. — For  the  purpose  of  the  above  proviso,  different  periods 
may  be  prescribed  for  different  kinds  of  structures  and  pandals. 


’Chapter  [VA  consisting  of  section  23 A was  inserted  by  s.  [7  of  the  WtfSL  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Aci,  1951  (West  Ben.  Act  XXVil  of  1951), 

The  words  w iihin  ihe  square  brae  Vets  were  inserted  by  sr  2(a)  (i)  of  the  West  Bengal 
Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  19S8  (West  Ben.  AcL  XI  of  1988). 

■The  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  insen ed  by  s.  3 l(a)(i)  of  (he  West  Bengal 
Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Acl,  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  VII  of  J996). 

Thc  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  s,  31(a)(ii).  ibid. 

The  words  within  ihc  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  s.  2(a)(ii)orihc  West  Bengal  Fire 
Sendees  (Amendment)  Acl,  198B  (West  Ben.  Act  XI  of  1988). 

The  proviso  was  added  by  s,  3{(a)(ui)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Sendees  (Amendment) 
Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  Vll  of  1996). 

The  words,  figure  and  brackets  within  the  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  s.  2(b)  of 
the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Acl,  198S  (West  Ben.  Act  XI  of  J988). 

The  w ords  ivhfiin  the  square  brackets  were  inserted  hy  s,  31(b)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
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(Chapter  V.^Penaltics.^Sections  2JB , 23C,  24,  25 J 

CHAPTER  V 
Penalties. 

l23B.  The  Director  or  the  superior  nominated  authority  with  the 
assistance  oT  the  local  authority  and  under  police  protection  shall 
dismantle  a temporary  structure  or  pandal  erected  in  contravention  of 
the  provisions  of  sub-section  (1),  and  the  cost  of  such  dismantling  shall 
be  charged  to  the  person  who  so  erects  the  temporary  structure  or  pandal, 
as  the  case  may  be. 

223C.  Any  person  who,  being  in  charge  of  a vehicle,  contravenes 
the  provisions  of  section  5C  shall  be  punishable,  on  conviction 
_i*  * * *t  with  finc  which  may  extend  to  J[two  thousand] 

rupees. 

24.  Any  person  who,  within  any  "(area]  in  which  this  Act  is  in  force, 
lets  orr  rockets  or  sends  up  fire-balloons  or  sells  fire-works  without 
obtaining  a license,  6[or  where  a license  to  sell  fire- works  has  been  granted, 
breaks  any  of  the  prescribed  conditions  specified  therein]  shall  be 
punishable,  on  conviction  7*  * * *,  with  fine  which  may  extend 

to  s[fivc  thousand)  rupees  for  every  such  offence. 

25.  If  any  rockets  are  let  off  or  fire- balloons  sent  up  from  within 
the  preeints  of  any  private  premises  or  compound  without  a license,  the 
owner  or  occupier  or  person  under  whose  immediate  control  the  premises 
or  compound  is,  shall,  unless  he  can  prove  that  the  offence  was  committed 
without  his  knowledge,  be  punishable,  on  conviction  9*  * * * *,  with 
fine  not  exceeding  l0[five  thousand]  rupees. 


'Section  23B  was  first  inserted  by  s.  18  ofvhc  WCSI  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment) 
Act,  I960  (West  Ben.  Act  XXI  of  I960).  Later  ihe  smic  was  re-subsiimtcd  by  s.  32  of  the 
West  Bengal  Fin:  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  [West  Ben.  Act  VII  of  1996) 

-Section  23C  was  inserted  hy  s_  18  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Sconces  (Amendment) 
Ack  I960  (West  Ben.  Act  XXI  of  I960), 

The  words  "before  a Magistrate"  wen;  omitled  by  s.  33(a)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben  Act  Vll  of  J 996). 

The  words  within  ihe  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  "one  hundred” 
by  s.  33(b),  ibid. 

The  word  within  the  square  brackets  was  subs  muted  for  the  words  "local  area" 
by  s,  19(1)  of  ihe  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1960  (West  Ben, 
Act  XXI  of  I960). 

The  words  within  the  square  brackets  wen;  inserted  by  s,  19(2),  ibid. 

The  words  'before  a Magistrate''  were  omitted  by  s.  34(a)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  VH  of  1996), 

*Thc  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  “one  hundred'* 
by  s,  34(b),  it, id. 

The  words  "before  a Magistrate”  were  omitted  by  $ 35(a),  ibid. 

LThe  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  “one  hundred" 
by  s.  35(b).  ibid. 
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XVin  of  1950*] 


(Chapter  V— Penalties,— Sections  26 « 27.) 


26,  Any  person  who  without  a license  uses  any  '[premises  for  the 
purpose  referred  to  in  sedion  12]  shall  be  punishable,  on  conviction 
-****,  with  fine  not  exceeding  J[five  hundred  rupees  or  with 
imprisonment  for  a term  which  may  extend  to  two  months  or  with  both, 
anti  with  further  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  rupees  for  each  day 
during  which  he  may  continue  to  so  use]  such  J[premises.] 


Penalty  for 
not  uking 
cuts 

license  for 
a warehouse 
or  workshop. 


27.  Any  person  who  ■’[,  for  the  purpose  referred  to  in  section  12, 
uses  any  premises]  m respect  of  which  a license  has  been  refused,  or 
after  the  license  in  respect  thereof  has  been  cancelled  or  during  the 
time  for  which  such  License  has  been  suspended,  shah  be  punishable, 
on  conviction  6*  * * *t  with  fine  not  exceeding  7Jfive  hundred 

rupees  or  with  imprisonment  for  a term  which  may  extend  to  two 
months  or  with  both,  and  with  further  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
rupees  for  each  day  during  which  he  may  continue  to  so  use  such 
^(premises.)] 


Penally  Tor 
using  warc- 

Injure  or 
workshop 
a her  refu^f, 

cursor 

license. 


lThc  words  and  figures  within  ihe  square  bracket  were  subsii  luted  for  the  words  "building 
or  place  as  a warehouse  or  as  a workshop**  by  s.  36(a)  of  ihe  Wesi  Bengal  Fire  Services 
(Amendment)  Acl,  1996  [West  Ben.  Act  VII  of  1996).  Prior  to  ibis  substitution  ihe  words 
"or as  a workshop'1  were  inserted  by  s.  1 8(a)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Sendees  {Amendment) 
Act,  1951  (West  Ben,  Act  XXVtl  of  1951). 

:The  words  "before  a Magis Irate1 " omitted  by  s.  36(b),  ibid, 

'These  \vod$  within  (he  square  brackets  were  substituted  foe  the  words  "one  bundled  rupees 
for  eaeh  day  during  which  he  may  so  use  or  continue  to  use”  by  s.  20  of  the  West  Bengal 
Fite  Services  (A mend -men!)  AcL  i960  (West  Bin.  Act  XXI  of  I960). 

*Thc  wpord  within  the  square  brackets  was  substituted  Tor  the  words  "warehouse 
or  workshop”  by  s,  36(c)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Sendees  (Amendment)  Act,  1996 
(West  Ben,  Act  YU  of  1996).  Prior  to  thU  substitution,  dvs  words  “or  workshop"  s\crc 
added  by  s.  18(b)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1951  (West 
Ben.  Act  XXVtl  or  1951), 

■'The  words  and  figures  within  the  square  bniekeis  were  substituted  for  ihe  worrit 
"uses  any  warehouse  or  workshop"  by  s,  37(a)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fin:  Sendees  (Amend- 
ment) Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  VII  of  1996).  Prior  to  this  subiiiiuiiotv  ihe  words  "or 
workshop*'  were  inserted  by  s.  19  of  ihe  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act, 
1951  (West  Bon.  Act  XXVII  of  1951). 

rThc  word*  "before  a Magistrate"  were  omitted  by  s 37(b)  oT  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
Sen-ices  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben,  Act  VII  of  1996), 

^Thcse  words  were  substituted  for  Ihe  words  "four  hundred  rupees  and  io  further 
fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  rupees  for  every  day  during  whicn  any  such  ware- 
house or  workshop  may  be  so  used  as  aforesaid"  by  s,  21  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Acr,  1960  (West  Ben.  Act  XXI  of  I960). 

"The  word  within  the  first  brackets  was  substituted  for  (he  words  "warehouse  or 
workshop"  by  s.  37(c)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996 

rWnrf  wtt  tnnr\ 


214 


The  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  Act , 1950. 


[West  Ben,  Act 


(Chapter  V, — Penalties* — Sections  28-32.) 


Pfinaliy.for 
breach  of 
conditions. 


PcnaJij  for 
faPmgig 
notify  change 
in  occupation 
of  warehouse 
of  works  hop. 


Owner  or 
occupier  of 
building  or 
premises  lo 
com[V  resale 
person 
alTecied  by 
fire. 


28.  Any  bolder  of  a license  who  breaks  any  oT  the  conditions  under 

which  a license  is  held  in  respect  of  any  ^premises]  shall  be  punish- 
able, on  conviction  a*  * * *T  with  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred 

rupees  ^[or  with  imprisonment  for  a term  which  may  extend  to  one 
month  or  with  both]  for  any  one  such  offence. 

29.  If * * * there  be  a change  in  ihe  occupation  of  5[any 

premises  referred  to  in  section  12,]  the  person  entering  into  occupation 
fails  to  give  a notice  and  lo  pay  the  fees  required  by  section  19  such 
person  shall  be  punishable,  on  conviction  **  * * *t  with  fine  not 

exceeding  7[five  thousand]  rupees  for  each  day  during  which  he  may 
so  use  or  continue  to  use  K[such  premises.] 

30.  [(Penalty  for  giving  false  information  to  Collector  respecting 
license.). — Omitted  by  40  of  the  IVesf  Bengal  Fire  Sendees  (Amendment) 
Act , 1996  (West  Ben.  Act  VII  of  1996)1 

31.  [(Penalty  far  using  as  residence  of  warehouse  used  for  pressing 
jure  or  cotton.). — Omitted  by  s , 4F  ibid  J 

y32.  Whenever  on  enquiry  into  an  incident  of  fire  by  the  District 
Magistrate  or  by  the  committee  specially  constituted  by  the  State 
Government  under  sub-section  (l A)  of  section  8 it  is  established  that 
(he  incident  of  fire  was  due  to  wilful  default  or  negligence  on  the  part 
of  ihe  owner  or  occupier  of  any  building  or  premises,  such  owner  or 
occupier  shall  be  liable  to  compensate  every  person  affccLed  by  such  fire 
for  the  loss  sustained  by  him  in  addition  to  his  being  liable  to  criminal 
prosecution, 


’The  word  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  ihe  words  "warehouse 
or  workshop"  by  s,  38(a)  of  ihe  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment  Act,  1996  (Wesi 
Ben.  Act  VII  of  1996),  Prior  id  ifus  subsijiulion  the  words  “or  workshop"  were  inserted 
by  S-  20  of  ihe  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Aci,  1951  (West  Ben,  Act  XXVII 
of  1951), 

-The  wards  "before  a Magistrate"  were  o mined  by  s 38(b)  of  ihe  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Aci,  iy96  (We si  Ben.  Act  VII  of  1996). 

JThe  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  s.  22  of  the  West  Bengal 
Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  i960  (West  Ben.  Aci  XXI  of  I960). 

4Tbc  words  "and  so  often  as"  were  omitted  by  s.  39(a)  of  ihe  West  Bengal  Fire 
Sen  ices  (Amendment)  Aci,  1996  (West  Ben,  Act  VU  of  1996). 

?The  words  and  figures  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words 
“any  warehouse  or  workshop"  by  s,  39(b),  ibid.  Prior  lo  ihis  substitution,  ihe  words 
"or  workshop"  were  insened  by  s.  21  of  ihe  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (A  mend  men  1) 
Ack  J 951  (West  Ben.  Act  XXV11  0r  1951), 

“The  words  "before  a Magistrate"  were  □ mi  lied  by  s.  39(c)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben,  Act  V[T  of  1996). 

T'he  words  within  the  squire  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  word  “twenty"  by 
s.  39(d).  ibid. 

'The  words  within  the  square  brockets  were  subsumed  for  ihe  words  “such  ware- 
house or  workshop”  by  s.  39(c),  ibid.  Prior  id  this  substitution,  the  words  "or 
workshop”  were  inserted  by  s,  21  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Sendees  (Amendment) 
Act.  J951  (West  Ben.  Act  XXVII  of  !95l). 

’Section  32  was  substituted  Tor  the  original  section  by  s,  42  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Aci  VII  of  1996),  Prior  to  this  substitu- 
tion, the  words  "one  hundred  rupees"  were  substituted  for  the  words  "twenty  rupees" 
by  s.  22  of  (he  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1951  (West  Ben. 
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XVIII  of  19500 


(Chapter  V. — Penalties. — Sections  33,  33A.) 


*33,  (1)  Where  an  offence  under  this  Acl  has  been  comniiued  by  Ounces  by 

a company,  every  person  who,  at  the  Lime  the  offence  was  commit  Led,  companies- 

was  in  charge  of,  and  was  responsible  to,  the  company  for  Lhc  conduct 
of  the  business  of  the  company,  as  well  as  the  company,  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  guilty  of  the  offence  and  shall  be  liable  to  be  proceeded  against 
and  punished  accordingly; 

Provided  that  nothing  contained  in  this  sub-section  shall  render  any 
such  person  liable  to  any  punishment,  if  he  proves  that  Lhc  offence  was 
committed  without  his  knowledge  or  that  he  had  exercised  all  due 
diligence  to  prevent  the  commission  of  such  offence, 

(2)  Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  sub-section  (1),  where 
any  offence  under  this  Act  has  been  committed  by  a company  and  iL 
is  proved  that  the  offence  has  been  committed  with  the  consent  or 
connivance  of,  or  is  attributable  to  any  neglect  on  the  pan  of,  any 
director,  manager,  secretary  or  other  officer  of  the  company,  such 
director,  manager,  secretary  or  other  officer  shall  be  deemed  to  be  guilty 
of  that  offence  and  shall  be  liable  to  be  proceeded  against  and 
punished  accordingly 

Explanation.—  For  the  purposes  of  this  section  — 

(a)  “company”  means  a body  corporate  and  includes  a Him 
or  other  association  of  individuals;  and 

(b)  “director”,  in  relation  to  a firm,  means  a partner  in  the  firm. 


233A,  Any  person  who  erects  any  structure  or pandal  in  contravention  Penally  for 

of  the  provisions  of  sub-section  (2)  of  section  23  A,  shall  be  punishable,  «ccung 
on  conviction  ■'*  * * *,  ^[with  fine  not  exceeding  5(fifiy  thousand) 
rupees  or  with  imporisonment  for  a term  which  may  extend  to  six  months  contraven- 
or  with  both,  and  with  Further  fine  not  exceeding  6(thrce  thousand)  rupees  ^ilon 
for  each  day]  during  which  such  contravention  continues- 


Section  33  was  subs  Lily  led  for  the  original  section  by  s.  43  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben,  Act  VII  of  1996),  Prior  to  this  substitution, 
the  words  ‘"one  hundred  rupees”  were  substituted  for  Lhc  words  “twenty  rupees” 
by  s.  23  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  J 95 1 (West  Ben, 
Act  XXVIT  of  1951), 

Section  33 A was  insen  ed  by  s.  24,  ibid. 

JThc  words  "before  a Magisintc"  were  omitted  by  s,  44(a)  of  lhc  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben,  Act  VII  of  1996), 

‘The  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  “with  fine  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  rupees  or  with  imprisonment  for  a term  which  may  extend  to  one 
month  or  with  both,  and  with  fun  her  fine  not  exceeding  ten  rupees  for  each  day"  by 
s.  3 of  the  West  Bengal  Fin;  Services  (Amendment)  Act.  1988  (West  Ben,  Acl  XI  of  1988). 
Prior  to  i his  substitution,  the  words  ‘or  with  imprisonment  for  a term  which  may 
extend  to  one  month  or  with  both,  and  with  further  fine  not  exceeding  len  rupees  far  each 
day”  were  substituted  for  the  words  “and  to  further  fine  not  exceeding  ten  rupees  for 
everyday"  by  s.  25  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Acl,  i960  (West 
Ben.  Acl  XXI  of  1960). 

JThc  wards  within  the  first  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  “one  thousand” 
by  s>  44(b)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Sendees  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben,  Act  VII 
or  1996), 

*Thc  words  wiihin  (he  first  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  “one  hundred” 
bv  s 44frl  ihi/f 
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(Chapter  V — Penalties. — Sections  33B,  33C- — 

Chapter  VI. — Miscellaneous* — Section  34.) 

'33B*  Any  person  who  wilfully  obstructs,  or  offers  any  resistance 
Lo,  or  impedes  or  otherwise  interferes  wilh  the  Director  or  any  officer 
exercising  powers  under  section  37A  or  any  assistant  accompanying 
the  Director  or  such  officer  while  exercising  such  powers,  shall  be 
punishable,  on  conviction  * * * *,  with  fine  not  exceeding 

'[five  thousand]  rupees. 

^330  All  offences  punishable  under  this  Chapter  shall  be  bailable 
and  shall  5*  * * * be  cognizable. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Miscellaneous. 

*34.  (1)  The  Director  or  the  nominated  authority  may  enter  and 

inspect  any  building  or  pari  thereof  or  any  premises  at  any  lime  between 
sunrise  and  sunset  where  such  inspection  appears  necessary  for 
ascertaining  the  contravention,  if  any,  of  fire  prevention  and  fire  safety 
measures  referred  to  in  section  11C  and  of  [he  conditions  referred  to 
in  section  13: 

Provided  dial  the  Director  or  the  nominated  authority  may  enter  into 
and  inspect  any  such  building  or  pan  thereof  or  premises  at  any  time 
if  it  appears  to  him  or  it  to  be  expedient  and  necessary  lo  do  so  in  order 
to  ensure  safety  of  life  and  properly. 

(2)  The  Director  or  the  nominated  authority,  as  the  case  may  be, 
shall  be  provided  with  all  possible  assistance  by  the  owner  or  occupier, 
as  (he  case  may  be,  of  such  building  Or  pan  thereof  or  premises  for  carrying 
out  the  inspection  under  sub-section  (l). 


'Section  33B  was  inserted  by  s,  3 of  the  Wesi  Bengal  Fin:  Services  (Amendment)  Acl, 
1952  (West  Ben.  Act  XI  of  1952). 

:Th e words  "before  a Magistrate”  were  omitted  by  s.  45(a)  of  Ihc  West  Bengal 
Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben  Acl  VH  of  19%). 

words  within  the  square  bracket  were  substituted  for  the  words  "one  hundred"  by 
s.  45(b),  ibid. 

4 Section  33C  was  inserted  by  s,  26  of  ihe  West  Bengal  Fue  Services  ( Amend mcnl) 
Act,  I960  (West  Ben.  Act  XXI  of  I960). 

}The  words,  figures  and  feller  ",  excepi  where  punishable  under  section  23 B,"  were 
omitted  by  s.  46  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben. 
Acl  VII  of  1996). 

^Section  34  was  substituted  for  the  original  section  by  s.  47  of  the  Wesi  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Act.  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  Vll  of  J996).  Prior  to  this  substitution, 
them  occurred  following  changes,  namely: — 

(i)  sub-section  (1)  ip  original  section  was  substituted  by  s..  27(a)  of  the  Wesi 
Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1960  (West  Ben.  Act  XXI  of 
I960),  and 

riA  ih*'  wm-ife  "or  the  Municipal  Corporation  of  Chandernagore"  were 
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XVIII  of  19 50.] 


{Chapter  Vi— Miscellaneous. — Sections  35,  36.) 

(3)  When  any  such  building  or  pan  thereof  or  premises  used  as  a 
human  dwelling  is  entered  under  sub-section  (1),  due  regard  shall  be 
paid  to  the  social  and  religious  sentiments  of  the  occupiers;  and  before 
any  flat  or  pan  of  such  building  or  premises  in  the  actual  occupancy 
of  any  woman  who,  according  to  the  custom!  does  not  appear  in  public, 
is  entered  under  sub-section  (1),  notice  shall  be  given  to  her  that  she 
is  at  liberty  to  withdraw,  and  every  reasonable  facility  shall  be  afforded 
to  her  for  withdrawing, 

(4)  Where  the  inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  nominated  authority 
under  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  section!  it  shall  give  a report 
of  any  such  inspection  to  the  Director  or  the  superior  nominated 
authority. 

Explanation. — For  the  purposes  of  this  section,  "flat”  shall  have  the 
West  Ben.  meaning  assigned  to  it  in  the  West  Bengal  (Regulation  of  Promotion 

of  1^93,  °f  Construction  and  Transfer  by  Promoters)  Act.  1993. 

l35.  The  Director  or  the  superior  nominated  authority,  as  the  case 
may  be,  shall,  after  completion  of  the  inspection  of  the  building  or  part 
thereof  or  the  premises  referred  to  in  section  34.  record  his  or  its  views 
on  the  deviations  from,  or  contravention  of.  the  requirements  with  regard 
lo  the  fire  prevention  and  fire  safety  measures  or  the  inadequacy  of,  or 
non-compliance  with,  such  measures  provided  or  to  be  provided  therein 
with  reference  to  the  structure  of  the  building  or  the  premises  or  the 
nature  of  activities  carried  on  in  such  building  or  part  thereof  or  premises 
and  issue  a notice  to  the  owner  or  occupier  of  such  building  or  part 
thereof  or  premises  directing  him  lo  undertake  such  measures,  and  within 
such  time,  as  may  be  specified  in  the  notice.  Where  the  owner  is  not 
available,  the  occupier  shall  undertake  such  measures  in  the  interest  of 
public  safety,  notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  any  other  law  for 
the  time  being  in  force, 

?36.  ( 1 ) The  Director  may,  in  the  event  of  non-compliance  with  any 

notice  issued  under  section  35,  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  compliance  with  such  notice. 

(2)  All  expenses  incurred  by  the  Director  in  relation  to  any  steps 
taken  by  him  under  sub-section  (1)  shall  be  payable,  on  demand,  by 
the  owner  or  occupier  on  whom  such  notice  is  served,  and  shall,  if  not 
Ben,  Act  ill  paid  within  30  days  of  such  demand,  be  recoverable  under  the  Bengal 
ofi9i3.  Public  Demands  Recovery  Act,  1913. 


^cciion  35  w as  subsli luted  Tor  the  original  section  by  s,  48  of  the  Wes l Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  VII  of  1996J. 

3 See  lion  36  was  substituted  for  the  original  section  by  s,  49,  ibid. 
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[Chapter  V7.— Miscellaneous. — Sections  37-37AA.) 


Recovery  *37,  ( l ) The  fees  payable  under  this  Act,  if  not  paid  within  the  time 

of  fix^  provided  in  this  Act  or  the  rules  made  thereunder,  shall  be  recoverable 

as  a public  demand  under  the  Bengal  Public  Demands  Recovery  Act,  Bcn.AcLin 

1913  of  1913. 

(2)  The  Stale  Government  may  remit  payment  of  fees  in  such  cases 
as  may  ,bc  recommended  by  the  Collector. 


Director  or 
superior 
nominated 
authority  lo 
seat  building. 


:37A.  (1)  If  the  Director  or  the  superior  nominated  authority  is 

satisfied  that  owing  lo  inadequacy  of  fire  prevention  and  fire  safety 
measures,  the  condition  of  any  high-risk  building  or  part  thereof  is  in 
imminent  danger  to  person  or  property,  then,  notwithstanding  anything 
contained  in  this  Act  or  in  any  other  law  for  the  time  being  in  force, 
he  or  it  shall,  by  order  lo  be  recorded  in  writing,  require  the  persons 
in  possession  or  occupation  of  such  building  or  part  thereof  to  remove 
themselves  forthwith  from  such  building  or  part  thereof. 

(2)  If  an  order  made  by  the  Director  or  the  superior  nominated 
authority  under  sub-section  (1)  is  not  complied  with,  the  Director  or 
the  superior  nominated  authority,  as  the  case  may  be,  may  direct  any 
police  officer  having  jurisdiction  to  remove  such  persons  from  such 
building  or  part  thereof  and  such  police  officer  shall  comply  with  such 
direction. 

(3)  After  the  removal  of  the  persons  under  sub-section  (1)  or  sub- 
section (2),  as  the  case  may  be,  the  Director  or  the  superior  nominated 
authority,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  seal  such  building  or  part  thereof. 

(4)  No  person  shall  remove  such  seal  except  under  a written  order 
made  by  the  Director  or  the  superior  nominated  authority  suo  motu  or 
on  application  by  the  owner  or  occupier. 

(5)  Any  person  who  contravenes  the  provisions  of  sub- seed  on  (4) 
shall  be  punishable  with  imprisonment  for  a term  of  three  years  which 
may  extend  lo  five  years  or  with  fine  of  twenty  thousand  rupees  which 
may  extend  to  five  Jakh  rupees  or  with  both. 


Power  of  ihc 
Director 
to  remove 
inflammable 
chemicals 
or  articles. 


*37AA,  (1)  Whenever  any  storage  of  inflammable  chemicals  or 

articles  is  made  in  any  building  or  place  in  such  manner  as  in  ihe  opinion 
of  the  Director  is  highly  hazardous  and  is  likely  to  endanger  public  safety, 
the  Director  may  direct  the  owner  or  occupier  of  such  building  or  place 
to  remove  such  inflammable  chemicals  or  articles  within  such  bme  as 
may  be  specified  in  the  directions. 


’Section  37  was  substituted  for  the  original  section  by  s.  50  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services 
(Amend me nt)  Act.  1996  (West  Ben.  Aci  VII  of  1996). 

25eciion  37A  was  first  inserted  by  s.  4 of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment) 
Act,  1952  (West  Ben.  Act  XI  of  1952),  Later  ihc  present  section  was  substituted  by  s.  51 
of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  VK  of  1996), 
Prior  to  these  insertion  and  substitution  there  occurred  a change,  namely: — 

the  word  “weighmcnF  was  inserted,  in  the  original  section,  by  s.  28  of  the  West 
Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  I960  (WesL  Ben.  Aci  XXI  of  1960). 
-Section  37 AA  was  inserted  by  s.  3 of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment) 
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(Chapter  VI. — Miscellaneous. — Sections  37B-38B.) 


(2)  If  such  inflammable  chemicals  or  articles  are  noL  removed  within 
"the  cime  specified  in  Lhe  direction,  ihe  Director  may  remove  such 
inflammable  chemicals  or  articles  with  the  help  of  police  and  such 
chemicals  or  articles  shall  be  forfeited  lo  the  Government, 


J37B.  (1)  The  Collector  may  call  for  all  necessary  information 

relating  to  the  annual  valuation  of  any  building  or  place  used  as  a 
warehouse  or  workshop  from  the  : [Commissioner  of  the  Corporation 
of  Calcutta  or  the  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners  of  any  municipality 
in  which  this  Act  is  in  force  or  the  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the 
Municipal  Corporation  of  Chandcmagorc,  as  the  case  may  be,]  for  the 
purpose  of  calculation  of  fees  in  respect  of  licenses  under  section  18. 

(2)  The  ^Commissioner  of  the  Corporation  of  Calcutta  or  the 
Chairman  of  the  Commissioners  of  any  municipality  in  which  this  Act 
is  in  force  or  the  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the  Municipal  Corporation 
of  Chandemagore,  as  the  case  may  be,]  shall  comply  with  such  requisi- 
tion and  furnish  such  information  to  the  Collector  within  lhe  prescribed 
period, 

438.  (1)  Any  person  aggrieved  by  an  order  under  section  35, 

section  36  or  section  37,  may,  within  thirty  days  of  the  service  of  the 
order,  prefer  an  appeal  to  such  authority  as  may  be  prescribed  for  the 
purpose, 

(2)  The  manner  in  which  an  appeal  shall  be  filed  and  Lhe  manner 
of  deciding  lhe  appeal  shall  be  such  as  may  be  prescribed, 

S3SA*  No  Court  shall  enlenain  any  suit,  application  or  other 
proceeding  in  respect  of  any  notice  under  section  35  or  any  step  taken 
under  section  36  or  any  refusal  to  permil  removal  of  seal  under  sub- 
section (4)  of  section  37,  and  no  such  notice  or  step  or  refusal  shall 
be  called  in  question  otherwise  than  by  preferring  an  appeal  as  provided 
in  this  AcL 

S38B*  (1)  The  District  Magistrate  within  whose  jurisdiction  a local 
area  lies,  or  such  other  officer  as  may  be  prescribed  for  a local  area, 
may,  by  general  or  special  order,  either  before  or  after  the  institution 
of  proceedings  in  this  behalf,  compound  any  offence  punishable  by  or 
under  ihis  Act  or  the  rules  made  thereunder  or  withdraw  from  such 
proceedings. 

3Scctian  37B  was  inserted  by  s,  4 of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment) 
Act,  1052  (Wesi  Bern  Act  XI  of  1952), 

-These  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  ‘'Corporation  of 
Calcutta  or  lhe  Commissioners  of  a Municipality  in  which  this  Act  is  in  force,' * by  s,  29(a) 
of  the  West  Bengal  Fin:  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  I960  (W^si  Ben.  Aa  XXI  of  I960). 

'These  words  within  the  square  brae ke is  were  substituted  for  the  words  “Corporation 
of  Calculta  and  the  Commissioners  of  any  Municipality  in  which  Ihis  Acl  is  in  force" 
hy  s.  29(b),  ibid. 

'‘Firstly,  section  38  was  substituted  far  the  original  section  by  s.  30,  ibid.  Laier,  lhe 
present  section  38  was  substituted  far  lhe  previous  section  by  s.  52  of  the  Wes l Bengal 
Fire  Services  (Amendntem)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben,  Act  V[[  or  1996). 

^Sections  38 A and  38 B were  inserted  by  s.  53,  ibid. 
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(Chapter  VI. — Miscellaneous. — Sections  38C-40 J 

(2)  When  an  offence  has  been  compounded  under  sub-section  (I), 
the  offender,  if  in  custody,  shall  be  discharged,  and  no  further  proceed- 
ings shall  be  taken  against  him  in  respect  of  the  offence  so  compounded. 

l38C.  Save  in  ihe  case  of  cognizable  offences  under  this  Act,  no 
.Court  shall  take  cognizance  of  an  offence  under  this  Act  or  the  rules 
made  thereunder  except  on  the  complaint  of,  or  upon  the  information 
received  from,  the  Director  or  any  other  officer  authorised  by  him  in 
this  behalf. 

J38D.  No  suit,  prosecution  or  other  legal  proceeding  shall  lie  against 
any  person  for  anything  which  is  in  good  faith  done  or  intended  to  be 
done  under  this  Act  or  the  rules  made  thereunder. 

l38E.  Every  officer  and  every  other  employee  acting  under  ihe 
provisions  of  this  Act  or  the  rules  made  thereunder,  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  public  servants  within  the  meaning  of  section  21  of  the  Indian  45of  1S6G. 
Penal  Code. 

39.  The  Licensed  Warehouse  and  Fire-Brigade  Act,  1893,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  repealed  on  and  from  the  date  on  which  (his  Act  comes 
into  force  in  Calcutta;  and  on  and  from  such  date — 

(a)  without  prejudice  to  the  application  of  section  8 of  the 

Bengal  General  Clauses  Act,  1899.  all  rules,  orders,  Ben,  AciT 
declarations,  Financial  arrangements  and  appointments  °fi£99. 
made  under  the  Licensed  Warehouse  and  Fire-Brigade 
Act,  1893,  shall  continue  in  force  in  so  far  as  they  arc  not 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  until  varied 
or  rescinded; 

(b)  all  assets  held  by  the  Commissioner  of  Police,  Calcutta,  for 
the  use  of  and  on  behalf  of  the  Fire  Brigade,  under  the 
Licensed  Warehouse  and  Fire-Brigade  Act,  1893,  shall  pass 
to  and  be  vested  in  the  State, 

40.  (1)  The  Slate  Government  may,  by  notification  * * *, 

make  rules^  for  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  this  Act, 

"Secutms  3SC,  38D  and  38E  were  inserted  by  s.  53  of  (he  West  Bengal  Fire  Services 
(Amendment  Ac(,  1996  (West  Ben,  Aa  Vil  of  1996), 

:Thc  words  "in  ihe  Official  Gazette"  were  omitted  by  s.  54(a),  ibid. 

Tor  rules  made  in  cicrdse  of  Ihe  power  conferred  by  this  section,  see  the 
following  noli  fictions  of  ihe  Local  Self-Govemmeni  Department,  namely; — 

U)  Notification  Nos,  L.S.-G.  0-8/50-11  and  L.S.-G,  1 A-10 /5.  boih  daied  (he  20th 
April,  1950,  published  in  Ihe  Calcutta  Gazette,  Extraordinary,  daied  Ihe 
20ih  April,  1950.  Pi.  [.  page  521; 

(2)  Nonficaiion  No.  L 5,-G.  3 R- 1 5/51,  daied  ihe  I lih  June,  1951,  published  in  the 
Calcutta  Gazette , dated  ihe  2 1 si  June,  1951,  Pi , I,  page  1471; 

(Foot-note  /?  ront'tmtrd  tn  nrrt  I 
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XVIU  of  1950.] 


(Chapter  VL— Miscellaneous. — Section  40.) 

(2)  In  particular  and  without  prejudice  to  the  generality  of  the 
foregoing  power,  such  rules  may  provide  for  all  or  any  of  the  following 
matters,  namely: — 

'(ala)  the  manner  of  appointment  and  salary  and  allowances  of 
the  inspecting  officers  and  other  staff,  referred  to  in  sub- 
section (3),  and  other  functions  of  the  inspecting  officers 
referred  to  in  clause  (e)  of  sub-section  (4),  of  section  3 AA; 

:(la)  the  determination  of  the  fee  referred  to  in  section  4 A; 

J(lb)  the  form  of  any  license  referred  to  in  section  9 and  the 
conditions  to  be  specified  in  such  license  for  selling  fire- 
works; 

■i*  * * * * * + *. 

* 

5(aa)  the  manner  of  authentication  referred  to  in  sub-section  (3a) 
of  section  15; 

* 

(Font -note  3 continued  from  page  220.) 

(3)  Notification  No.  L,S,-G,  2F-1 62/50,  dated  the  J8ih  July,  1951,  published  in  the 
Calcutta  Gazette,  dated  the  26th  July,  1951 , Pi.  I,  page  1886: 

(4)  Notification  No.  L.S.-G.  2F-49/50(L),  doled  the  28lh  February,  1952,  published 
in  the  Calcutta  Gazette,  dated  the  f si  May.  1 952,  Pt.  1, page  1 304,  as  subsequently 
amended; 

(5)  Notification  No,  L.S.-G.  2F-21 1/51,  dated  the  2nd  July,  1952,  published  in  the 
CWcu/fd  Gazette,  dated  (he  10th  July,  1952,  Pi,  I,  page  2207; 

(6)  Notification  No.  L.S.-G.  1 A-35/5  I/I,  dated  1 0. 10.52,  published  in  ihe  Calcutta 
Gazette,  of  1952,  Part  I.  pages  3341-3342; 

(7)  Notification  No.  L.S.-G.  4F-9/5 1 , dated  the  1 7lh  February.  1953,  published  in  ihe 
Calcurta  Gazette,  dated  1he5lh  March,  1953,  Pi.  I,  pages  628*633,  as  subsequently 
amended; 

(8)  Notification  No.  F.  3L-7/52,  dated  the  1 7lh  April,  1 953,  published  in  the  Calcutta 
Gazette,  dated  (he  23rd  April,  1953,  Pi.  I,  page  1251; 

(9)  Notification  No,  F,  3L-5/53,  dated  the  6th  June,  1953,  published  in  the  Calcutta 
Gazette,  dated  the  18th  June,  1953,  Pi.  I,  page  1996; 

CIO)  Notification  No.  7090/F.  3L-8/54,  dated  ihe  1 lih  August,  1954,  published  in  the 
Calcutta  Gazette,  dated  ihe  I9lh  August,  1954,  Pi.  1.  page  2779; 

(11)  Notification  No.  61 8/F,  3L-8/55,  dated  the  20ih  January,  1 956.  published  in  the 
Calcutta  Gazette,  dated  the  2nd  Februtuy.  1956,  Pi.  I,  page  412; 

(12)  Notification  No.  1 1 26/F.  1 A-4/57,  doted  3,2,58r  published  in  ihe  Calcutta  Gazette 
of  1958,  Port  J,  pages  529*540: 

(13)  Notification  No.  I879/F  3R-3/57,  dated  27,2,58,  published  in  ihe  Calcutta  Gazette 
of  1958,  Pan  1,  page  767. 

’Clause  (ala)  was  inserted  by  s.  4 of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  5 err  ices  (Amendment)  Aci, 
1977  (West  Ben.  Act  X of  1977). 

2 Clause  (la)  was  inserted  by  s.  25(a)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment) 
Act,  1951  (West  Ben,  Act  XXVI I of  1951). 

3 Clause  (lb)  was  inserted  by  s.  31(1)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment) 
Act,  1960  (West  Ben.  Act  XXI  of  1960). 

A Clause  (a)  was  omitted  by  s.  54(h)(1)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment) 
Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  VII  of  1996). 

-'Clauses  (aa)  and  (aaa)  were  inserted  by  s,  25(b)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services 
(Amendment)  Act,  195  J (West  Ben.  Act  XXVII  of  1951).  Later,  clause  (aaa)  was 
omitted  by  s.  54(b)(i)  of  Ihe  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996 
(West  Ben  Au  V]J  of  1996). 


222 


The  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  Act,  1950. 


Regulation 

lobe 

approved  by 
Stale 

Covemmenu 

Actio  have 

overriding 
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(Chapter  Vi— Miscellaneous.— Sections  41,  42.) 

]{b)  the  annual  fee  referred  to  in  sub-section  (IJ  of  section  18; 
2*  * * * , * * * * #. 

i 

3(cc)  the  manner  of  allowing  rebate  in  annual  fee  under  sub- 
section (2)  of  section  18; 

********. 

i 

5(e)  the  conditions  6[and  the  determination  of  the  fee]  referred 
to  in  sub-section  (1)  of  section  23 A and  the  period  of 
time  referred  to  in  the  proviso  to  sub-section  (2)  of 
section  23A; 

7(f)  the  minimum  standards  for  fire  prevention  and  fire  safety 
measures; 

7(g)  the  qualifications,  experience  or  other  matter  for  granting 
licence  to  act  as  licensed  agency  under  section  1 IF; 

7(h)  the  authority  to  whom  appeal  shall  be  preferred,  the  manner 
in  which  appeal  shall  be  filed,  and  ihc  manner  of  deciding 
appeal,  under  section  38; 

7(i)  any  other  matter  which  may  be,  or  is  required  to  be,  provided 
by  rules. 

Ml.  No  regulation  made  by  the  Director  under  sub-section  (3)  of 
of  section  3 shall  be  valid  unless  it  is  approved  by  the  State  Government. 


M2.  (1)  The  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  have  effect  notwith- 

standing anything  inconsistent  therewith  contained  in  any  other  [aw 
for  the  time  being  in  force  or  in  any  instrument  having  effect  by  virtue 
of  any  law  other  than  this  Act. 

(2)  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  sub-section  (L),  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  shall  be  in  addition  to,  and,  save. as  otherwise  expressly 
provided  in  this  Act,  shall  not  be  in  derogation  of,  the  provisions  of 
any  relevant  municipal  law  in  force  in  any  area  in  which  this  Act 
comes  into  force. 


■Clause  (b)  was  substituted  for  the  original  clause  by  s.  54(b)(ii)  of  the  West 
Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Ad,  1996  (Wcsi  Ben.  Aci  VII  of  1996).  Prior  to 
this  substitution,  the  words  “or  ns  a workshop1'  was  inserted,  in  ihc  original  clause, 
by  s,  25(c)  of  the  Wesi  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  AcL  1951  (Wcsl  Ben, 
Act  XXVII  of  1951). 

:Clausc  (c)  was  omitted  by  s.  54(b)(iii)  of  ihc  West  Bengal  Fire  Sendees  ( Amendment) 
Act,  1996  (Wcsl  Ben,  Ad  VII  of  1996). 

Clause  (cc)  was  first  inserted  by  s.  3(b)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fin:  Services  (Amendment) 
Act,  J957  (West  Ben.  Act  XIII  of  1957),  Later,  ihc  same  was  substituted  by  s.  54(b)(iv)  of 
the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  VII  of  1996), 

4 Clause  (d>  was  omitted  by  s.  54(b)(v),  ibid. 

‘'Clause  (e>  was  added  by  s.  25(d)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act, 
1951  (West  Ben.  Ad  XXVll  of  1951). 

'The  words  within  the  squire  brackets  were  inserted  by  s.  4 of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services 
(Amendment)  Ad,  1988  (West  Ben,  Act  XI  of  1988), 

’Clauses  (0.  (g),  (h)  and  (i)  were  inserted  by  s,  54(b)(vi)  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Act,  1996  (West  Ben.  Act  VII  of  1996). 

“Sections  41  and  42  were  inserted  bv  s 55.  ihit! 
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(Schedule.) 

'SCHEDULE, 
t See  section  36.) 

License  under  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  Act*  1950, 

No.  of  19 

License  is  hereby  granted  to  

under  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  Act,  1950, — 

to  use  the  building  or  place  being  No.  (a)  as  a 

warehouse  for  storing  or  pressing  or  keeping 
(b)  


to  use  the  building  or  place  being  No.  (a) . 

as  a workshop, 

subject  to  the  conditions  noted  on  the  back  and  such  other  conditions 
as  may  be  prescribed.  It  is  hereby  acknowledged  that  a sum  of 

Rupees being  the  license  fee  due  by 

the  said  for  the  period  from  

to 2[in  respect  of  the  aforesaid 

license  has  been  received]. 


Name  of  owner. 
Name  of  occupier. 


Collector  of  Stamp  Revenue,  Calcutta. 


Collector  of  the  district  of 


Executive  Officer  of  the  Corporation  of 
Calcutta . 


Chairman  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Municipality  of 

The day  of 

(a)  Here  insert  the  location. 

(b)  Here  insert  the  name  of  the  article. 

'This  Schedule  was  substituted  for  ihc  original  Schedule  by  s,  26  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire 
Services  (Amendment)  Ach  1951  (West  Ben.  Act  XXVII  of  1951). 

2These  words  were  substituted  for  the  words  "in  respect  of  the  aforesaid  licence  at 

the  rale  of  Rs per  rnmni  has  been  received"  by  s.  32  of  the  West  Bengal 

Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  I960  (West  Ben,  Act  XXI  of  I960). 
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(Schedule.) 

(On  the  back  of  the  license.) 

Conditions. 

(1)  The  warehouse/the  workshop  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to 
inspection  by  such  officer  or  officers,  being  member  or  members  of  the 
fire  brigade,  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Director  of  Fire  Services. 

(2)  The  warehouse/the  workshop  shall  conform  To  the  conditions 
prescribed  under  section  13  of  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  Act, 
1950. 

(3)  No  article  referred  to  in  clause  (1)  of  secdon  2 of  the  West  Bengal 
Fire  Services  Act,  1950,  shall  be  made,  prepared,  dried  or  treated  in 
any  manner  on  the  top  or  roof  of  any  building  constituting  or  forming 
part  of  a warehouse. 

(4)  (In  case  the  warehouse  is  used  for  the  pressing  or  screwing  of 
jule  or  cotton.)  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  use  as  residence  any  part 
of  the  warehouse  or  to  bring  into  the  warehouse  any  match-boxes  or 
match-sticks  or  any  artificial  light  not  duly  and  thoroughly  protected 
or  to  smoke  within  the  warehouse,  while  jute  or  cotton  is  stored  therein. 


© 
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West  Bengal  Act  IV  of  2000 

THE  WEST  BENGAL  FIRE  SERVICES 
(AMENDMENT)  ACT,  2000. 

[Passed  by  ihe  West  Bengal  Legislature.  \ 

[Assent  or  the  Governor  was  first  published  in  the  Calcutta  Gazette , 
Extraordinary , of  the  31st  March,  2000.] 

[31sl  March > 2000.] 

An  Act  to  amend  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  Act,  1950 L 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  Act, 
1950,  for  the  purposes  and  in  the  manner  hereinafter  appearing; 

It  is  hereby  enacted  in  the  Fifty-first  Year  of  the  Republic  of  India,  by 
the  Legislature  of  West  Bengal,  as  follows: — 

1.  (1)  This  Act  may  be  called  the  West  Bengal  Fire  Services 
(Amendment)  Act,  2000. 

(2)  It  shall  come  into  force  on  such  date  as  the  State  Government  may, 
by  notification  in  the  Official  Gazette t appoint, 

2,  Insection2of  the  West  Bengal  FireServices  Act,  1950  (hereinafter 
referred  to  as  the  principal  Act), — 

( 1 ) clause  (a)  and  clause  (aa)  shaJ I be  renumbered  respectively  as 
clause  (aa)  and  clause  (aaa),  and  before  clause  (aa)  as  so 
renumbered,  the  following  clause  shall  be  inserted: — 

‘(a)  ‘'Additional  Director-General”  means  the  Additional 
Director-General  of  Fire  Services  immediately  below 
the  rank  of  Director-General,  appointed  as  such  by  the 
State  Government  by  notification;1; 


Short.  liUe 
and 

commence- 

ment. 


Amendment 
of  section  2 
of  West  Ben. 
Act  XVMof 
1950. 


51 


The  West  Bengal  Fire  Services  (Amendment)  Act,  2000 . 


[West  Ben.  Act 


(Section  3.) 

(2)  for  clause  (e),  the  following  clause  shall  be  substituted: — 

Ji  ‘(e)  “Director”  means  the  Director  of  Fire  Services 

immediately  below  the  rank  of  Additional  Director- 
General,  appointed  as  such  by  the  State  Government 
by  notification;’; 

(3)  clause  (ee)  shall  be  renumbered  as  clause  (eee),  and  before 
clause  (eee)  as  so  renumbered,  the  following  clause  shall  be 
inserted: — 

‘(ee)  “Director-General”  means  the  Director-General  of 
Fire  Services,  appointed  as  such  by  the  State 
Government  by  notification  by  deputation  of  an  officer 
of  the  Indian  Police  Service  holding  immediately  before 
such  deputation  a post  of  Additional  Director-General 
of  Police,  or  equivalent  post,  in  the  Indian  Police 
Service. 

Explanation, — “Indian  Police  Service”  shall  mean 
the  Indian  Police  Service  referred  to  in  section  2 of  the 
All-India  Services  Act,  1951;’, 

Amcndincni  3T  In  section  3 of  the  principal  Act, — 

af  section  3, 

(1)  for  sub-section  (3),  the  following  sub -section  shall  be 
substituted: — 

“(3)  The  fire  brigadeshall  be  under  the  direction,  supervision 
and  control  of  the  Director-General  who  shall,  with  the 
approval  of  the  State  Government,  lake  all  the  policy 
diecisians  required  for  the  fire  brigade,  and  may — 

(a)  exercise  all  the  powers  of  the  Director  under  this 
Act; 

(b)  delegate,  by  order,  any  power  or  powers  of  the 
Director  under  this  Act  to  the  Additional  Director- 
General,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  State 
Government; 

(c)  make,  with  the  previous  sanction  of  the  State 
Government  and  subject  lo  the  orders  or  the  rules, 
if  any,  made  by  the  State  Government  under  this 
Act,  such  regulations  as  he  thinks  fit  relating 
to — 

(i)  the  general  administration  and  control  of  the 
fire  brigade; 
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(Section  3.) 

(ii)  the  equipments,  clothing  and  accoutrement 

* of  the  members  of  the  fire  brigade,  their 

classification  and  duties  and  distribution  of 
work  among  them; 

(iii)  the  place  at  which,  or  the  limits  of  the 
area  within  which,  the  members,  or  any 
class  of  members,  of  the  fire  brigade  shall 
ordinarily  reside,  for  ensuring  that  the 
services  of  the  members,  or  such  class  of 
members,  of  the  fire  brigade  may  be  readily 
available; 

(iv)  all  other  matters  which  he  considers  necessary 
for  rendering  the  fire  brigade  an  efficient 
fire-fighting  force/’; 

(2)  after  sub-section  (3),  the  following  sub-sections  shall  be 
inserted: — 

“(4)  (a)  Appointment  to  thepost  of  Additional  Director- 
General  shall  be  made  by  promotion  of  the  Director  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  prescribed: 

Provided  that  until  the  manner  as  aforesaid  is  prescribed, 
it  shall  be  competent  for  the  State  Government  to  make  the 
appointment  to  the  post  of  Additional  Director-General  by 
promotion  of  the  Director  in  such  manner  as  the  State 
Government  thinks  fit. 

(b)  The  Additional  Director-General  shall  perform  his 
duties,  and  discharge  his  functions,  in  exercise  of  such 
powers  as  may  be  delegated  to  him  under  clause  (b)  of  sub- 
section (3)  and  in  accordance  with  such  directions  as  may  be 
given  to  him  by  the  Director-General  from  time  to  time. 

(5)  Subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Director-General, 
the  Director  shall  be  in  charge  of  operational  matters  of  the 
fire  brigade,  and  shall  perform  his  duties  in  accordance  with 
such  directions  as  may  be  given  to  him  by  the  Director- 
General  from  time  to  time  and,  tf  so  directed  by  Lhe  Director- 
General,  by  the  Additional  Director-General  in  exercise  of 
such  powers  as  may  be  delegated  to  him  by  the  Director- 
General  under  clause  (b)  of  sub-section  (3). 

(6)  The  manner  of  appointment  to  the  post  of  Director- 
General  by  deputation  shall  be  such  as  may  be  prescribed: 
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(Section  4.) 

Provided  that  until  the  manner  as  aforesaid  is  prescribed, 
it  shall  be  competent  for  the  State  Government  to  make  the 
appointment  to  the  post  of  Director-General  by  deputation  in 
such  manner  as  the  State  Government  thinks  fit. 

(7)  The  terms  and  condi  tions  of  service,  and  the  conduct, 
discipline  and  control,  of  the  Director-General,  the  Additional 
Director-General,  and  the  Director  shall  be  such  as  may  be 
prescribed.”. 

4.  In  sub-section  (2)  of  section  40  of  the  principal  Act,  clause  (ala) 
shall  be  renumbered  as  clause  (alaa),  and  before  clause  (alaa)  as  so 
renumbered,  the  following  clauses  shall  be  inserted: — 

“(ala)  the  manner  of  appointment  to  the  post  of  the  Additional 
Director- General  under  clause  (a)  of  sub-section  (4),  and 
the  manner  of  appointment  to  the  post  of  Director-General 
under  sub-section  (6),  of  section  3; 

(aala)  the  terms  and  conditions  of  service,  and  the  conduct, 
discipline  and  control,  of  the  Director-General,  the 
Additional  Director-General,  and  the  Director  under  sub- 
section (7)  of  section  3;”. 
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